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SEX GANG 
CHILDREN 


NEXT MONTH the world* At the fl'ms 
of writing, the Sett Gang Children 
stand at Nq. 2 in the indie LP chart with 
'Song And Legend'end if that wastt r t 
enough the group have two singles in 
the indie cherts as well, 'Beests'et 
No, Hand Into The Abyss' at No, 25. 
World domination can't ha far ewey. 
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LINDSAY 









Mclennan 


(ATTAK) 


IT MIGHT look as though butter 
w ou/dn't me ft in her mouth but 
Lindsey McLennan is the drummer 
with the Derbyshire based Attekand 
the band, whose last single, 'Murder 
On The Subway', has, as we say dahn 
Souf done bfeedin' triffic! Attak are 
creating mure of their total chaos in 
the studio a t the moment recording 
their debut album, Zombies ', which 
should be out in the not too distant 
future. The group are also looking for 
another guitarist to give them a 
heavier sound. 


by Tony nftaf frn.n * 
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WITHOUT A 



DOUBT 

MICK MERCER and Dead Man's Shadow are positive about that 


W ELL OKAY . . . I'll concede that ot 
the positive bands around there 
arc a few that can be called punk 
but the most positive oF ell in my hook are 
this hunch. Whilst the last two years has 
seen punk bands putrefying in ell the most 
degrading shop windows the faithful Dead 
Man's Shadow have surged on ward's, ever 
onwards, totally disregarding the 
loathesome fashion consciousness of other 
bends and never once hiding their light 
under a bushel!, So to speak. 

To cut a long story short, in response to 
furious gestures from readers at home, I'lJ have 
to tfitl you only this. The bund now stand ready 
to grab the punk audience by the ears and say 
'Wr are the Ones', because they are, Thera rsn't 
OnR punk band that holds a candle CO them in my 
opinion , . and you know J'm never wrong. 

Just one listen to their debut album, Thu 4 P's' 
will Put you right on that SCOru. Out the window 
yvilI sai, the AnU Nowhere Leugun album. That 
facial sneer, so important last year, will be 
replaced by soLYratbing a little more humane . . . 
and it s about time too. 

John Igoc (guitar), Matt. Dugnuf <bass arid 
vocals) and Ian F-isher (drums) gradually arrive; in 
the pub as the interview slowly winds itself into 
action Midday on Sunday and a little too much 
alcohol under the bridge the night before means 
that the puce was a little slow. 

Matt end Fisher, whilst indulging in a lot of 
l*.-ad nodding never really say much. Tis to 
Good King John that the questions no and From 
him come the rup lies. 

We start with their move from Rondolet 
F-lecordstO Expulsion Records. 

"Changed company. We thought it was a 
good idea It's close, Portobello Road, so we can 
go and see them if they f k us around. Whan 
he said he had acts like TV Smith . . . when it's 
not gonna be like Rondolet, just hard core bands 
Or whatever. . . they're signing a lot of different 
bands and we wanted to get away from all [hose 
bands we were being rowed in with. People who 
haven't heard as are thinking, ’Oh, just another 
thrash hand' but wr ain't 


"We've just been pulling punks to the gigs but 
FiopefiiIIy if people are prepared to give US a 
chance and actually/Zsi'eo then we can get a 
wider audience. It ain't thrash music at all. If 
we'd kept on RondofHt with all tFiem hands you 
can't expect people to fell different can you? 

"Some bands don't mind that. They like it but 
a band like us, or someone with similar ideals, 
won't have a Chance of going anywhere, 
Rondolet was turning info another No Future I 
reckon, Crap bands, loads of noise. We had to 
gut away from that." 

Do you think this false image was 
responsible for The lack of press coverage 
that you've received? 

'"Wilti 'Flower In The Gun" Ithorr last Single) I 
reckon they got it and had it in their heads what 
they thought of it already and just left it on the 
desk/ 1 Probably thought it was thrash when it's 
the complete opposite. It was a well worked out 
song. Wei got one review] That was hard to take. 
It hurt us because we thought we were doing 
quite welt at the rime. Things were building up." 

Do you think people's interest in current 
purlk is waning at gigs. 

"lt r S going downhill. I think a lot of them are 
realising it. They're buying their, . what, four 

Singles a week and they're exactly the same. 
There's only about three songs between bO 
tends. They must pass them on to each other 
People are starting to give other things a chance 
They've started to realise there's nothing there. 
There's nothing new It's crap isn't if? Maybe 
they've found it in the iww bands everyone is on 
about." 

F ish loaves to pick Erica up from the tube 
station. John laughs. "Don't worry. He 
hasn’t said a word yet so we won't miss 
him," and bu even tries to convince Fish Chat 
he’s to wear a hideous head scarf, "Wo told her 
you'd be wearing it so that she'd recognise you." 
Unconvinced :he Fish scurriEJs off 

How long have you felt this disappointment 
With present punk and the way it was going? 


I vc felt that foi a long rime When that new 
wave built Up WC weren 't there We were just 
Starting and building up. We were influenced by 
the 7/ bands, At the time we got lOyuther there 
were all these bands and they got Iky. It looked 
good for a while but then it was knocking out the 
same stuff, the some stuff, the some stuff. A lot 
of people have cotionud on to that Jut let 's face 
it a lot haven't. They're narrow minded. You'll 
get really good bands like Zounds Splitting up 
, . . that's terrible that is, they were a brilliant 
bend but you get these crap bands sailing 
thouaai i ds of singles. I FieyVe not 3 CCu pt mg il 
and that's What's happened tous. Even as tar 
back as Danger UXD' when we had that 
reggaish tempo change in the middle. A lot of 
them didn't even like that. We're still keeping our 
punk audience because there's a lot of punks 
that like us but there's a lot who just don't accept 
US because-we're different. They just want a 
barrage ot noise every week,” 

Everything is about to change, it has to 
change, with the release of the '4 P's' album. Jt's 
reviewed elsewhere SO I won’t repeat rnyself. It 
has given DMS the distinctive sound they've 
been after lor some time 

■YYeVe not as ignorant as to what's going on 
as we were before, His word [RhM Lang ham, the 
producer I was God then but now we know it's so 
much better. We don't intend to sound like 
anyone." 

D'Higgins, ftherr engineer) compared you to 
the '77 Clash. 

"Obviously we're influenced by bands tike The 
Jam end TFte Cl(t>h. It's good that he compared 
Lis TO them rather then the new punk bands. A 
few times whan the producer said 'that's OK' he 
went, let's try this' - That's good. He took time 
over it. He didn't hpve to Stay there mixing till 
half five in the morning, he was really good. 

"A couple of tracks on the album sound a bit 
dated but wC put them together lor value as well. 
We're selling it for E3-99, 14 songs and it lasts for 
45 minutes. That's value, for the kids that are 
buying our records. We didn't want The normal 
£5 thi ng OK, if d have been more money for us 
but we don't chink that's important when you've 

CONTINUED OVER PAGE 
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gat people on the dole who really like the band, 
the letter writers and that”. 

Are you confident about the album? 

‘ 'Depends if people are prepared to try us out, 
to slop- rowing us in with all those stereotyped 
bands, lt r s good melodic stuff. , , 

(lt r s more than that, it's truly exceptional!J. . . 
Thefs the most important thing. More important 
now than ever I reckon.” 

If people don't start taking an interest In 
actual music then that's when punk witt die 
isn't it? 

"There's a few hands corning up who are 
different but the whole punk thing's pathetic. 
You've got all these rules laid down and kids 
coming along thinking, 'I’Ve got to play like ibis". 
Iks a real slrame. On 'Flower In Tire G un' wo 
could have written that in half an hour, knocked 
it Out as a single and it would haver done a lot. It 
we'd have had a mohican on Che cover, all that. 
Bui PQ, you have CO do what feels right. 

Musically wu wore progressing at the time. 
There's MO doubt about it. If we went Tound the 
thing we could self a load of records couldn't we? 
If wa wanted to be like a normal punk band- Rut 
we dors’1.1 think we'll shine through in the end- 
The way punk is at the moment we've gotta 
Shine through." 

O ne thing which has improved in the QMS 
way of things is the coming live activity. 
Rondolet hsdn'y looked the word GIG 
up iri ihe dictionary. So they didn't know what 
Lhe band were on about. In one short hurst of 
activity this April they'll exceed the number of 
gigs they did in the whole of "S?| 

"That was really bed- We were getting a really 
good following and then the gigs just stopped for 
about gist months. We went right downhill, | had 
Loads of letters, 'What's happened. Split up?' 
and I had to write hack, 'No, Jdo!' 

"I dunno how we stayed together. That's the 
worst it's ever been. We wouldn't go to 
rehearsals. We'd all put on our smiling faces to 
our mates, saying everything's alright but we 
were really down, All three of us one night 
openly said, ‘What are we doing?’ It just wasn't 
coming together. 'Flower In The Gun' had just 
Flopped, But you think, 'Keep going'because 
there's a lot of good music to put out. . .and 
there were a load of people interested last 
summer. Still is, so for our own satisfaction we'll 
write some good stuff. We're nowhere near 
reaching our musical peak yet. That keeps us 
going. Normally bands make three good records 

then they're f_eked for ideas. So we thought 

carry OH. Especially for the letter wriLars, carry on 
fo« them. 

"This is the only time . . . something'll 
probably go wrong now . . . that everything 
seems to be going right. Keeping Our lingers 
crossed anyway. Jl 
He looks to the heavens. 

"Just go right for us once will you? There's ail 
these young people who weren't there back then 
I'm talking like I'm 40 years old or something 
. . .and they think that punk's just 'Durr, d err, 
durrrrrr' and it's not. We're confident that we'll 

show thorn. It's f_king annoying when you 

see crap bands up there.” 

We discuss the advent of 'Positive Punk' as 
some are calling the current upsurge of different 
bands whose one common link is their real 
excitement. 

"I think they chose the wrong bands. I reckon 
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Newton Neurotics, Action Pact, Redskins, The 
Mob , . . they're really good." 

What a bout the 'Crass' Side of th i ngs ? 

"I I ike Flux and Che way they work bet they' re 
all just patting each Other en the back. Musically 
they've not done much, no changes at all- I 
respect Grass for what they've done, it's good, 
but the bands ot their ilk have just got their own 
little audience and that's not good enough. 

"There's been positive hands around who 
haven't got a mention. L can't see how singing 
about "being in the graveyard" is being positive, 


Mgyhe I've misinterpreted what's been said but 
they all look the same and sing about the same 
things- I'm not saying they aren't good bands 
but I don't think they're being all that positive." 

And then came Erica. The camera was out and 
the lads led away. Dead Man's have fought 
constantly to avoid the guidelines of others. It is 
as though they instinctively know what is right 
and honest because they have yet to do anything 
even remotely mundane. Everyone ot yon should 
demand to listen to 'The 4 P's'. It's going to 
change a lot of your preconceptions and it'll 
certainly change your life for the better. 

Off you go, 

































T HE MEMBRANES. Or The Membranes" 
as they are known up North, are one of 
those bands that flicker in your 
awareness. One of those bands that when 
mentioned, cause you to wrinkle your brow, 
heave a gate at the old rYrun caressing his 
borders in the garden opposite and funble 
uneasily for memories, One of those bands 
that you can't quite recall with clarity. 
They've been around a lon$ time, they've 
had the Occasional flirtation with the media 
and they've done the occasional gig here Or 
there. They've been in a torrent of fanzines 
and they’ve written their Own and yet. . . 

JTardily anybody has even heard of them 
They are the nomads of the Blackpool 
coastline. 

In an attempt to bring them to Fife, your 
life, I dragged them into 0 Cafe a couple of 
■days after a ball, then a dog, then the dog’s 
owner and then finally half the town's polite 
force all threw themselves into the seg never 
to return. 

Had the little bastards had anything to with 
it I asked? 

"Well. " drawled John Robb the most 
persistently shaven of the trio, "the good 
news at the moment Es that the dog got the 
ball," 

That'll make them popular. 

The Membranes, or 'those bastard dog 
haters' as they are known down south, were 
in a feeble mood. They slumped dreamily in 
their Chairs and surveyed the inside of their 
empty tea cups with remarkable 
concentration. They were asleep! Well, 
almost, Never one to be deterred, particularly 
by such ne'er do wells as these picadors, I 
demanded they pour out their life stories for 
me to read and from this cold, hard clinical 
facts about their past and their future could 
be attained, And this was done It makes 
alarming reading, as you’re about to find out. 

Historically, band wise rather than the life 
and death of Sir Walter Raleigh, the boys are 
short and Succirtt. It goes ... 

The Membranes wanted to be in a fanzine 
so they started their own (Blackpool Box). 
They also wanted a regular live venue far the 
countless number Of Blackpool bands so the 
Vinyl Drip Club Came into being every 
Monday night (and has since dosed, albert 
temporarily]. Records have been the 
’Blackpool Rox.', a four track EP featuring 
their songs 'Ice Age’ and tracks by Section 
26. Syntax and K.f, Set, a 'flexible 
mem bran e r two trac k I Pa shio nab I e J un ku s' 
and 'Almost Gina') flexi disc, ’Musdesi'ALL 
Beads Lead To N or way! Entertaining Fiends’ 
and 'Pin Stripe Hype'. 

The three individual members, Coofy Sid. 
drums: John Robb, bass. 1 vocals and Mark 
'Tilly' Tilton, guitar, freed from the emotional 
trammels of the scruffy interviewer, 
expressed their heartfelt beliefs in some of 
the appalling handwriting it’s ever been my 
misfortune to encounter. Thanks be to giod 
and to Peter Cushing who rose from a dusty 
armchair and peered over the rims on his tiny 
glasses. To him went the rusk of translation, 
COOFY, 

The Membranes want to get people up off 
their backsides, not to get caught in the 
mortgage marriage. We aim to show you 
what excitement really Es when you see us 
live. WE WANT TO GIVE YOU THAT 
CERTAIN JGHH!] WOWM when we play. 
Being in the Membranes is an obsession not 
a hobhy, We intend to blow $hit Out of all the 
big name chart bands." 

11 think I'll skip attending the last threat 
chaps. Will that be okay?) 

JOHN HOBS. 

’’Being northern and now reputed for 
wildish live shows everybody is now saying 


MEMBRANES: Ha! Hit! Laugh, we're middfe class 


"Are you sex gang billy boys" but we deny, 
although Our ears are enjoying the noise 
these COmbos are issuing forth. The nearest 
thing to us On this earth are The Cravats 
[corning soon En Punk Lives... the still- 
awaku Dr. Syn). 

VESTA TILLY. 

This peculiar girl sent her Own questions 
and then provided her own answers. I’ll be 
out of a job soon. (Or maybe not. . . the 
endless dots implying that I fear no 
competition from this particular lass.} 

1. Why discord ? 

2. What is a live band? 

3. Why do you have a quiff? 

4. Are the Moms a pop band? 

5. Political etc? 

6. What are the songs about? 

9. Will these hoys make it? 

10. Blackpool floxzinu. Explain? 

11. Should a band sweat live ? 

1. Our music is aggressive deliberately. 
What’s more aggressive than a good horrible 
discord? 

2 . We're too Special to be arrogant. We're 
Doffo a live band. Live music is the only 'true 
music' — pure, honest. All the mistakes 
Records never quite make it for me. 

3.1 suppose it looks silly. It's certainly not 0 
pro hair-do, It’s home cultivated and crappy. 

4. ’Pop’ means popular so at the moment I 
guess we’re not. 


5, We cure, so we are political. No 
pretensions. We re middle class. Are you 
laughing yet? Hu! Ha! 'Middle class boys 
playing at being in a pop group'? We’re 
human. We Still scream like everybody else. 
We have fe-elings and problems. Christ, what 
a bore. 

6. A song should be a little embarrassing in 
a way. We write about our pathetic 
generation. Yes, pathetic. Just as pathetic us 
any other generation That's been before. Our 
generation; the SO culled revolutionaries arc 
punks too full of boor and pills. This is the 
must conservative generation for years. 

9-1 hope so. We write Our favourite songs, 
SO in that respect we have made it. To me it's 
more important to write great songs than to 
be Successful. 

10. It just says one thing , , . 'Taka Notice!' 

I Must gel u bit repetitive . . . O.S.IIt 
demanded attention for the bands in 
Blackpool. It was attention that they 
deserved. 

11. Well I’m not going tOSturt measuring 
the sweat output of live bands. When we 
play live I tend to overheat and go bright red. 

So there we have it. On the Outside a rare 
bloom. Mental kids with a penchant for 
Moles worth 2 and the sea mi Or side of life. 
But on the inside, a mental penchant life of 
bloom rare and Molesworth k>ds seamier 
with the side tor a 2. 



SKIN DEEP 


Dr Syn gets to the 
bottom of 
The Membranes 


ph by j's-iT- T" Mtap 











REVIEWED B YK/L TYMCGUIRE 


A SLOW sonse of exhilaration 
uncontrollably surged through my veins 
ii was no use, I know I'd have ta do the 
singles reviews. You see, the best, m-ost 
important, eagerly awaited hit of vinyl was 
ying n my lap. It purred, it shimmied and 
bedazzled and its name was Blood & Ruses 

/a problem tte/e moment was, J 'how can 
j he remotely kind to Ihe rest with this to 
judge them ny.' When they're good they're 
good, ana then the ones that aren’t so bed 
get torn to pieces. 

Turn around, every day I pray a little. . . 

Thu psychotic Sensbee Crampsian guitar anti 
drums mix binds ones objectivity and n'sfrom 
the loins that one dances one loses 
perspective and will nyly passes through dial 
door. That dour marked For Marl Mu i Only . 
BLOOD AND ROSES: ’Necroin&nlra'i'Spit 
Upon Your Grave'/'Love Under 
Will', 1 N CCrOman tra' 1 ex tend e dlJ. (Ka me ra 
Records 12" EP|. 

he maud is to brood, and also lg EXPLODE 
i to lithe piacas. .A mosaic of unimagmcid 
ferocity as ibo lhunderjpg bass line of 'Lour? 
Under Wi ll' i a kes a hotri a song I kc ihi s. wilI do 

for Magick i "uu ust m?"\ what theanscantral 
'Anarchy hi The UK' did tor truancy. Beat my 
brains out il I'm wrong but never ekpect rliesairir 
to die, Ever. Glorious and l shall say no more. 

I can'i help it.. Mc-ummanira' is a slow, chant 
.1 ong slab Of puwdrlul imagery ihe UHlCindud 
version is w ckud beyond belief it you gut unio il. 

If nol you may snort in borod disgust but you will 
hn wrong ny friend. So wrong you'll cringe 
w lien i t h its you dun' C wor ry fi both i r, 

Whipping up siormsof unavoidable interest 
iru Sisteis ot Mercy, Ritual, Ruefre* anti Pari 1 
Superficially for disparate, ultimately the same, 
reasons il Seems Ovarything I'm Lingiri'ling to 
like turns to the Stars fas in night sky rather than 
‘Night out with , ,), 


Turn around, everyday t die a little 


(Red 


RITUAL. 'Kangaroo Court', 1 'Brides',' 

'Con script',"Questioning The Shadow' 

Flame Record-Si. 

When Kirk Brandon forgot why he was 
Involved in (Iris whole stupid game his spirit, the 
spirit til Theatre pi H a to, was sutadrifi on ihe 
: tlus of chance, Today wu can announce 
P TUAL, gave that lost soul a home to recuperate 


in; and Mother, how can you keep them down 
on the farm now? 

With yum juumtocf names cm Ian t her. 

Writhing it j the heat to Ihe music. 

The words ntUptHj in your curs. 

Understanding more Ouch time. 

Opinions (frumamf in your brain, 
hit those beliefs are yours , 

Am your a. 

Then uti the streets ogciin. 

You re the picture on the Sleeve, 

Acting uut anuthers thoughts, 

Bel (Jut You understand? 

Fttitstl't! [boring what they used to he, 

Ftuw have you come through id/of this?'". 
i 'Quest!oni i iy The S liado'w" | 

Will c ' mean anything if I say the words 
complement the deceptively lacksadasical, 
ruisical accompaniment 7 R tua neve blossomed 
nto something I'm sure even they don't 
understand., they uun '1 quite grasp why THIS is 
Better, so much butter ihEin Spear of Destiny's 
CBS release. 


Turn around, and sometimes everyday I cry a 
little 


RUEFREX: 'Capital Letters','April Fool' 
IKehuki Records KAR7). 

I could cry Tor a band like rhig who turn their 
hand to a couple of lanes unsurpassed, in their 
field of sub SLFian tdrrnani Find power. I mean 
who is going to care Lhat this is so good when 
they come From Belfast and have no Kid Jensen 
promotional appeal, 

The (tower we lovingly remember as 'punk' 
lives through an undoubtedly ALIVE socket 
there is passion, thora is a willingness to escape 
thu boundaries of three chord accepranee here, 
To E‘sr:.=i|ii-: ■.villvjui : void rg Vie r ana nr: rhat 
made us whet we are. 

tf Kabuki Records can show us that Irish talent 
is STILL illive arid well then we can but tip our 
rary hats to Hir old bods. I Kabuki being sat up in 
London by an ax-patriate Irishman to showcase 
talent from the misunderstood patch u! gruenl. 

Meanwhile buck on [tie mainland 


PARTI: Funeral ParadeTGraveyard 
So ng Ghost J r0e lenV' (Para worm Records], 

Punk psychedelia bites Slack, aggressive and 
compelling, this Milton Keynes based group 
liavs a daring attitude, both in attitude and 
sleeve ariwoi k tha t many a weft known band 
should fake note nF. 


- 


Their sound is bused around some ip credible 
yuiiar histrionics (involving phasing and 
distortion f and a Killing Joke influenced vocaliai. 
It cost me £0 pence and Lists wetl over ilia 10 
minuie margin. As usual, the good things you 
can't describe and the bad things you don't want 
Id. This is good, llltru is potential anti they seem 
to enjoy them selves as thay progress through thu 
live track5 [plus the OptdiUr rr>visited as a fade 
OUlf. 

Where are they, who arc LflOy? P/!ay Ihese 
questions be answered- 


Turn around, I see your bright eyes 


5ISTEHS OF MERCY: 'Ana con da', 1 'Phantom' 
(Merciful Release Records MR019), 

I sit here. Ihc sun is now upon the horizon as t 
look out the window, deadlines for this whole 
piece loom hours closer and still I play 
Phantom' Reciinn'y in my chdi esits soothing 
and hypnotic rhythms wash over me and my 
worries. Asen instrumental!! beats their 
vocalised, more superficially determined songs 
into the proverbial make-up bag. 

"Ethereal," I was heard lo mutter, sharp 
Cantt-ust to the bitter recoilQct ms p-oured out Ob 
the A-side, 'Anaconda', which points to Sisters 
claiming the Bau-Haus rag, when rhemen make 
space for the boys They get butter and better 
Out Jesus, their ginger is hard to take it 
charisma is the cricei ia he's iost his dictionary 
'lO'.vavur the bastard can Sing a Song. 

Lot's make it last, . 


Turn around, every now and then i feel the 
whole world turning , . , 
and Public Image enthusiasm rides again 
with, ., 


PRESSURE:'You Talk, We Talk'/Shoot' 
i Ana gram Records.!. 

You listen to ill is and you i h ink, "Christ, 
whoever happened to Public Image?" Then you 
remember how they willingly collapsed into that 
turgid electro-plod mess, and 'hen wonder if cn & 
lot Pressure want to really be Lhe same as that. 

Jungly guitar and great vocal over a fresh end 
inspi n rg rhyi h in section I nlus L SUy n o more ir 
case I l«el let down by their future raleases. 

Lislen for it. 


Until I see that look in your eyas. . . 
And than lhora was SHQCKABILLY, 






























5H0CKABILLY: '19th Nervous 
Breakd own' 1 ' City Qf Co rrupti on r (fl 00 gh 
Trade RT127). 

tl bi&cuits are To be E;ike?n. Shockabilfy stomp 
on them and god DAM MIT, they're only dancing 
contorted and twisted upon the enti r e packet 
ITs an acquired taste, trashobilly psychopathic 
rhythmic love taken to demanding extremes 
either the best or the worst Cramps acolytes to 
emerge in loll festering nonchalance- New York, 
these are your children! I don't even have losay 
it a opt a 'cover version' i? '$ a t h ign ■ slappi n o 

MUTILATION. 

Love it or give jE to mp. 

Every npw and then I fall apart. 

THE VERY THINGS; The Gong Man','The 
Colours-1 Are Speaking To MeT 1 Corpus 
Chri&ti Records- Christ Its 21, 

Graweque, punk, psychedelia was the 
anticipatory cry. And, 0<, it was all of chose . - . 
bui it's still no frugslhormng good. A gruff voice 
and salf-eonciously frenetic phasing unit leaves 
us pviny buck l* the slocking Sliockabilly. 

So much for this crew, The Cravats under 
another name still play as dufF. 

Every new and then I tall apart. . . 

THE VIBRATORS; "Baby BabyTDragnet' 
(Anagram Records ANA 4). 

A rejuvenated work ng of perhaps Knoxe's 
climatic moment in his song-writing career. It 
sounds like a classic, a scarf waving 
whippsrsnapper of a tune which looks Hooked?) 
ridiculous wnen leather jacketed macho- 
lavender pu nks pogo to it H e must feel 
embarrassed lo re record it as a last ditch welt? 
toward success. 

C'est fa pizazz. 

Give it to me. Bright eyes . . 

ACTION PACT; 'People'."Times Must 
Change'"Sixties Flix'CFaH Out Records FALL 
010k 

it's si range. somehow when you have a 
femate vocalist the guitarist works witf i rattiu' 
lhan against her in a itm' e-singer situalion it's 
ikuu battle-ground of who is s'ranger. George, 
Ac: on Fact chantue&e. ernes into her own pn 


bed rO II i n Lpndg n and no t Joh 11 0 ’ Groat & a r d I 
can sec bands night and night who colt me the 
truth. 

N ec- try lads but no- banana stop reading 
books and le-arr desperation, t can say that here 
but I Urt/ On your side. 

These days I laugh at the start. . . 

ANTHRAX: 'P.P.B.VGot It Alt 
Wrdng'-'Exploitation' 'What Will Tomorrow 
Bring?'' (Small Wonder SMALL 27|. 

The face turns r od, the voice guts blustery and 
everything I we aru assured: is "comiriiued". Htr 
it lads, hit it and never let reviewers liku me stop 
you it ta<es a strong commitment to 
thrashaboul po ilics 10 listen to Ihis fur pleasure, 
out [Fiat's no one's problem save the iy norum 
Okay, hard core, weak vocal production and I 
can't pretend I'll ever play such a single EVER 
again. 

It Still hurts, the total eclipse df my heart. 

THE EJECTED: 'Noise For The Boys' EP iRiot 
City Records RIOT 19k 
THE SATELLITES; Nightmare'"New Holy 
War'.''Dance Macabre' iKamera Records ERA 
16k 

ONEWAY SYSTEM; JeruselamVJakieWas 
A Junkie' IA nag ram Records ANA Si. 

' Why? 

We all have our crosses to bear, sometimes 
too near end sometimes others hear hui ; ■ 
doesn't help does h? 

One Way System pictures soldier carrying 
cm c fixes and baby 1 su ms ii up i F someone 
can show me ONE reason why these records will 
be important to anyone other than their 
respective mothers in even six months lime 
please -et me know l r m willing bui unable to 
dance to the children of our dreams, 

01 ah blah blah, oh Fo'aural hies sax e play 
BLOOD & ROSES again. 

Let rhy ears guide thee to paradise, or hell. 
Wherever thee land enjoy, above all, enjoy il 
all. 

And as I sit here, just an mid .inrepencanl punk 
bellowing angr ly at his record player WO d bailor 
|jr : ng this page To some kind ol ngisy finish. 


THE VIBRATORS- 

V 

-BABY, BABY* 




Times Must Charge' when she relaxes enough 
to not need to 'rant' ii-cn on the A side. Another 
angle S' II pluy and p iay wit hoot rea I si ng how 
much I need it. 

Ee-Ki Bondage must cringe each time she liHEirs 
nnn of these type of singles, both we and she 
know how much she could be doing f slit! only 
1 ried. C 'efff fa mgrt dp la h ystedque. 

Once upon a time i was failing in Love ■ ■ . 

FIVE GO DOWN TO THE $E A 'Fishes For 
ComplimentsT'Elephants Far Fun & 
Profit'.'There's A Fish On Tap Of 
Sandra''Swears He's Elvis' 'Why Wait Until 
April', IKabuki Re cords KA5). 

"E Mli-day Party meals sorl of couriLry and 
western," I was promised. Promised? My mouth 
watered all Ihe way until I J ound a record player 

A charm exudes but not for us, lop much 
JoFin Peel melancholy with hip disdain, 1 could 
grew to I eve t il n eed he luck il y I carry my 


• A I singles muntiorrGd available nr avoidable m 
Rough : ratio, 202 Kensington Park Road, 
London W11. I Along with mosl otFior hard to gel 
singles ol iikkusiurlcnil origin]. With any oriqu r l;s 



























MICK MERCER gives you the low-down on how to put them together 
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O F MANY hue , with addled 

innards the fanzines continue to 
pour onto the struts of Great 
Britain, purporting to he alternative 
me did (and in most cases succeeding h 
a natural part of the music scene. As 
natural as a Sananarama record 
clogging the charts. Asa pair of 
magpies nestling by the river bank (the 
romanceJ and f suspect that to most 
people the workings of such 
magazines are pretty' much common 
knowledge. If not then this article 
servos well as an introduction, it may 
provide the spark that convinces you 
to investigate the underworld of dodgy 
print and find your feet. Either way it is 
only e guide and you'll learn more by 
experience than anything else. 

Everyone makes mistakes, but with the 
mistakes I've already made l should he 
able to help you avoid some. 

It William Caxton who started ft all 
way back when, knocking out a quick mag 
every now and again, experiencing the thrill 
of seeing ideas speeding in to print, and 
being more than a festering rat hag he said 
(and l quote from a wholly unreliable 
source) "Don'tJust sit there, anyone can do 
this. You can. And form your own band 
while you're about it "(Shirley some 
moustache here? — Confused Edl- 
And suddenly the buggers arc 
everywhere, littering the highways. 

Xeroxed sheets of scorn in zero streets of 
shame. Mark Pond his 'Sniffing Glue' 
(actually a pretty boring mag) has become 
recognised as a former doyen of fanzines 
but we'fi ignore the history if you don't 
mind. 

Jo put it simply all you actually need are 
ideas and a printer. But there are o ther 
sides as well, Here is your fist. 

V Equipment. 

2) Ideas. 

3) Printer. 

4) Photos. 


5) interviews. 

6} Sales. 

7) One legged dwarf. 

8} Extras, 

Equip men t is down to e black biro/fibre 
tip and a typewriter, sheets of .A-4 paper 
and some glue. Easy enough, Never use a 
blue pen because it won't show up when 
printed. But for some reason red Ink does. 
Strange world, eh? 

Your best bet is to look at a few fanzines 
and then work out what one you think 
looks closest to how you want yours to be. 
Armed with this, off round your heal 
printers you go (compiling a vast list from 
the yellow pages) and demand to know 
how much it will cost for 100, 200, 500 ora 
l,000 copies based on the example fanzines 
you take with you, Work out how much 
each page costs to get done (most fanzines 
these days are printed on both sides) and 
then you can easily work out total cost. Ask 
how much other things cost, tike Colour 
printing (which only involves changing their 
printing ink from black to red, or green, or 
whateveri, stapling fit's actually better to 
do this your seif even if it is high time 
consuming) and how they can treat your 
photos. There is a process called fltho 
printing which brings your photos up as 
good as the oroginal when it reaches print. 
For this you pay a fair amount more and 
when beginning it's advisable to use good 
pho toe ogles of yo ur pictures and stick 
them down on original art work. The 
reproduction quality won 't be particularly 
brilliant on these, say 75 per cent, but it will 
certainly suffice until you're financially 
organised, to do something better. Always 
leave the top half inch of the page blank 
because printing machinery demands this 
space, and a quarter of an inch down the 
side for the staples. 

Interviews are easily achieved and !'d 
imagine you know what you want to ask. 
Try nabbing people as early as possible at 
gigs and asking to chat between bands, or 
afterwards if the band am amicable (about 
90 per cent are) or take an address and 
make an almighty trek, This is always 
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something you have to suss out yourself. 
Never think you can't got 3 name band for 
your fanzine because here again most 
peopte sem to enjoy famine interviews, 
often more then ones with the standard 
music press, it's a much easier atmosphere 
for a start. The only thing which 
understandabfy bores artists is the constant 
'When bid you form?' questioning that so 
many people stilt seem to go into- Get some 
greet questions end take it from there, ft's 
aft so easy. 

Sa/es are a hit tricky, but for your first 
issue, before you get ft printed, make sure 
you know roughtty how many you will seif. 

Go first to your friends and ask how 
many they'tl take, investigate heat 
newsagents, record shops, gigs fask first 
before you sell them there to avoid a 
bouncer's boot between your tender parts} 
and big shops tike Rough Trade. 

You should easily be abie to self a good 
few hundred if you've got a co upte of local 
gigs, and by naturafiy including locaf news 
you're ors your way. Then get that amount 
printed. Setter to sett out and have people 


ALBERT 



asking for back issues that you can't supply 
than having five hundred copies laying 
around your room. A tot of people make 
that mistake! 

Printers, incidentally, come in ail types 
and sizes. The smaller the outfit the more 
chance of developing a good rapport with 
them and the more care and attention your 
mag wifi receive . .. and there's always the 
local community printers who go wild 
(sometimes) at the chance to get involved 
with a project that they'll see as socially 
aware (and ait the pretentious drivel these 
people often come out with}, You can 
usually get a cheaper quote for printing and 
although the quality night not be quite so 
good it can be worth starting there. You 
can also rip them off if you're smart but we 
won't go into that Not a bit of it. 

The One Legged Dwarf. Weil, 
unfortunately he's scuttled away since l 
started typing this so well never know just 
what the part he plays in the great history 
of fanzines- Shame that- 

Extras are accrued by shoddy bowling in 
a cncket match. 

The main thing to push when discussing 
fanzines is the relative ease with which 
such an idea can be accomplished, ft really 
i$ sYnpln. You learn about more 
complicated things as you go along, 
although you might wish to keep the mag 
simple, which is just as good. Certain care 
and attention must be taken with layout, If 
it's crap when you take it to the printer, it'll 
be printed crap and a typing ribbon that has 
been in your typewriter since the siege of 
Maffeking will not serve you particularly 
well. The dearer the print the better. 

Your ideas should be your own because 
you'll want people to regard your fanzine as 
something special and to identify with each 
issue. You might also like to experiment 
with 'reduced type'. Simply type out your 
Columns of writing and then get a good 
instant print shop to reduce it by 25per 
cent. You then cut these out and stick them 
on to the original artwork, and by 
cramming more in you give better value for 
money. 

I shell naturally finish the article with a 
plug for my own fanzine. Panache, unless 
the Ed decimates this paragraph with 


gleeful malice. For a mere one pound plus 
s.a,e■ en velope to 129 Clare Road, 

Stanwelf, Staines, Middlesex, TWJ9 IDT 
— you'll be sent the last four issues, which, 
amongst their saintly covers include 
interviewsiarticles on/with Action Pact, 
Dead Man's Shadow, The Cravats. The 
Dancing Did. Danse Society, UK Decay, 
Riot Clone, and many more The issues 
have also had several different kinds of 
layout which might aid would be fanzine 
writers in choosing their initial field to work 
within. Any one currently doing a famine 
should send a copy to Punk Lives as we 
intend to review them each issue. 

Good luck (and ati that guff j and heed 
the advice of old Caxton. 

DO YOU HAVE A FANZINE? 

Each month Punk Lives intends to takes 
look at the fanzines that come out 
regularly. If you want a bit of publicity, 
send u$ a copy of your fanzine with the 
add ress from whe re It ca n be obtai ned 
and the price of it. Send your fanzine to: 
'Fanzines'. Punk Lives, 50 Eagle Wharf 
Road, London Ml. 


-J 













































But Lee Wilson, 
vocalist with Infa- 
Riot, has got it under 
control. 

/ jF YOU V£ never heard the name 
Martin Hooker, than you haven't 
been reading your music papers 
property (or if you've got any sense, you 
don't buy any of them anyway), because 
Martin Hooker is the main man behind 
Secret Records, and ha is responsible 
for much of today's punk output, vinyl- 
wise. Just took at the people he's 
helped along the way. The Exploited, 
Chrqn Gan, 4-Sktna, The Gonads ; The 
Business (who've re-signed to Secret) 
and, of course, last but not feast.,, tnfa- 
Riot 

if you're looking fora character 
recommendation for Mr Hooker, then 
took no further than Lea Wilson, voce fist 
and motivating force behind infa-Riot, 
who, as manager of the said group, is 
cautiously praiseworthy of his record 
company's boss. 

Says Lee: 'Ha's dona a tot to help a lot 
of punk bands, ha's not the kind of 
bloke to sit in an office a/f day, filling out 
forms, ha's realty committed, When one 
of his bends goes on the road, he always 
goes to needy off of the gigs, 

"He's made Secrete very close-knit 
organisation as well When a band from 
tha label goes out on tour, it's always 
someone from Secret who does the 
support In a way It's e bit like a family," 
During 7982, Laa bad been one of the 
main people to benefit from Mr 
Hooker's benavoience. In fa-Riot 
achieved a vital amount of national 
exposure when they toured on the 
"Dead Cities "jaunt of The Exploited. On 
most of tha nights they played they 
usually had an appreciative audience of 
around a thousand. 


This was die third tour that in fa Riot 
had dona and it succeeded in 
consolidating their reputation as leaders 
Uf Wattle doesn't mind me saying so) of 
the new wave of British punks 
It'S not surprising that eft this 
attention has made an impression on 
another wave of punks forming bands, 
who have looked to Infa Rfot as an 
inspiration. It's not surprising that Lee 
finds himself fnunda tad with demo 
tapes from bands eager to force their 
way into the punk spotlight 
Lee: "f gat shout 2Q f 25 cassettes a 
week sent to me with letters saying 
'we're a band called such and such and 
can you give us any help'. Whan we tour 
we have mostly local supports, so I can 
pick from the cassettes all tha good 
bands who t wouldn't mind playing with 
us." Some of tha bands who he va raked 
their heeds from this inadvertent talent 
scouting are people like The Expelled, 
Ona Way System and Instant Agony, 
Infa-Riot's reputation has not only 
been boosted by thair seemingly never- 
ending gig schedule, but of so by tha 
release of their hard debut LP, Stiff Out 
Of Order', which any self-respecting 
punk wifi have had firmly entrenched in 
their record coflection since fast August 
Its success, in terms of record sales, 
meant that infa-Riot ere a fairly self- 
sufficient unit — or to put it on toyman's 
terms, they're making e smelt living 
from playing music, 

Laa: "I'm making a living, notan easy 
fantastic living, it's notes e wage but 
every month there’s usually something 
there if we wring Martin *s neck for it" 
However, away from tha comfortable 
earner progress of Infa-ftiot, both of us 
admitted to a concern for the future of 
punk 'as opposed to tha hippydom of 
Crass etc). Many promising bends look 
tike splitting up. We both hope that fast 
and furious punk, aka Ramonas, 

Burr cocks. Exploited, wifi stiff have a 
place among alt the semi-punk lfor want 
of a batter phrase) bands such as UK 
Decay, Bauhaus, Southern Death Cult, 


Sex Gang Children 

How did Lee see tha way ahead? 

"I'm not too worried when / hear 
bands are splitting up, because there are 
plenty of others who have been waiting 
in the background to fake their place. 
Hopefully aii these bands wifi build and 
build on those that have been before 
and will learn from each other's 
mistakes, until it will eventually get to 
tha point where punk hits the charts." 

Ona way, l suggest, of punks getting 
into tha charts is the tried and tested 
way of signing to e major label, usually 
on tha band's own terms {such as The 
Banshees did). Did Lee consider this 
kind of move "selling out"? 

"Soon as you sign to any label you've 
supposedly sold out', look at Secret for 
instance, their distribution's done by 
Virgin and thair pressing and mastering 
by CBS ft’s not far off a major itself ft 
would be better if punk bands could get 
Onto majors and subvert from the 
inside." 

Lika many others, Leo feels there is a 
huge gap between the punk of Infa-Riot, 
Chron Gan, Erazerhaad and Co to that o f 
Crass, Dirt and the Epping commune- 
brigade. 

Lee: There ere two kinds of punk. 

Crass is just one part of punk, I'm not 
interested in it The audiences seem to 
be different as wall. They're not 
interested in each other. I've hoard Flux 
of Pink Indians and I think they're quite 
good, but what do they want, why era 
they not in the papers or whatever, 
there are no tufas which say you have to 
be, but why not? 

"You can only like a band when you 
sae thair attitudes and sea what they've 
got to say. It's no good making great 
records but in a way showing that you 
hate their fans they hove a duty towards 
them." 

Lee doesn't have much time for 
anarchy f"l think it's pretty stupid'7, 
thinking that the ideal of pure anarchy 
will never work, thinking that the whole 
idea would be pure chaos. 













What about rebellion? 

Lee: "When punk started, being sick 
was outrageous until people sew drunks 
doing it You can be rebeifious in your 
own way you don't have to go around 
smashing up everything, just to be e 
rebel within yourself I've got a bit of a 
rebel In me, but I don't go around 
smashing things Up," 
infa-Riot have been going for over two 
years and before Secret came efong 
they'd been offered a couple of other 
record deals, but never found any label 
with their interes ts at heart Once 


McDonald, infa-Rlotffad the shelter of 
the punk entrepreneur's wings and 
opted to be managed by Lee 

So far, (As Riot boys have only played 
in this country thanks to a last minute 
tour cancellation whan they planned to 
do the States with The Exploited. Unlike 
many bends, they have yet to tour 
Europe. 

Lae: It looks as though I'm going to 
have to set up any European tour 
myself, because our agent doasn't seam 
to be coming up with any dates, They're 
just mucking around, it took them a 
month to get four gigs for us, so 1 told 


them to forget it When It came to 
organising the British tour, t go t nine 
gigs in a day, 

"it's harder to get an egency deaf than 
it is to gat a record deal for a punk band. 
Picking up a record contract is 0 lot 
easier than trying to convince someone 
to put a tour together for you " 

Stitt, Lee has managed what many 
punk bends hove felled to do — that is 
arrange a tour for themselves — and 
when they come near your town, you'd 
be well advised to go end sea them and 
sample their fighting, furious but 
disciplined punk. You'll sea that 
although they're still out of order, where 
order means sticking to the values of 
society, but have sat up their own kind 
of new order (no pun intended! 
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THE MOB: 'Let The Tribe Increase' 
(All The Madmen Records). 

AMID5T THE meagre hitching, both from 
the oh so theoretical anarchist politicians 
9»d their detractors, the whole idea of 
joyous CHANGE is sometimes forgotten. 
The cruddy intei ectual stance which 
demands, "but if. , /’ too often serves as a 
mental block against the possibility of "if 
only. . "do not suffer mv children, let 
them walk through that door" please The 
Mob in their optimism, preferring to let 
personal commitment take the place of 
wordy discussion and somehow someway 
it works. 

When even ih e h a rd est a n a re ho core of 
front-runneis encourage feathering of the 
next rather than furthering of the rest you 
just know it's time for some Ching; some 
mind change to disgorge the myriad 
black,''white cartoon rebellions acted out on 
vinyl by too many so called do-gooders. 

Yes folks this is where The Mob, 
unpredictable changlings who refuse to 
settle down, wander in from the wastrel- 
land with this, their self-financed album — 
and they are laughing. In that laughter you 
hear an active commitment which will 
stanc long after the echoes of the 
surrounding empty clustering has f&ded 


into yesterday's yellowing bad dream. 

Mever acceptable to the clutching 
demands of Anarchist, post-Crass 
cammerciability, never understood by 'lads 
together factions demanding "'worker 
unity" ■ithe DHSS financing their every 
chide) — The Mob grasp the essence of 
everything that has sa-far escaped 
categorisation. You have folk, you have 
raucous, you even have psychedelia; not 
forgetting of course the demon Anarcho- 
punk which flies here unseated as the 
crescendo reaches its peak. 

Give it a name and it changes, the sticky 
abels can but surround it, never stopping 
its beating heart - it's danced too long to 
sit in a box on days like this. 

The serious politico's turned in their 
grave, dedicated journalists turned in their 
pencils; 1 he Mob become undescribable 
and a thousand doors open — if theory is 
for passion they're there. Go. KILTY 

McGuire _ 

DEAD MAM S SHADOW: The 4 PV 
(Expulsion) 

AND WHEN the thick set punk glares and 
beats savagely upon his Chaotic Dischord 
tattoo you can glare back and thrust this up 
his nose. It is recorded penicillin. It will do 
the trick. 

■ And when the wimpy wispy student 


sneers and opens his anorak wide to reveal 
a sky blue Thompson Twins T-shirt you can 
staple this to his upper lip and watch as he 
veers dangerously into the road, his view 
obscured by the precariously flapping front 
cover, the Dead Man's Shadow spirit at 
work wherever he walks. 

And when the Heavy Metal fan snorts 
with derision you do nothing, because 
nothing can be done for these people. 

When the city gent offers to grapple with 
your thighs you force this between his teeth 
and wonder just how a city gent got into 
the review. 

Good god man. I've just been playing this 
album over and over again. Swayed by the 
excellence of it all my mind is wandering. 
Things do that sometimes don't they? This 
does, Strage or stupid though it may 
sound, the more I play this album the more 
I want to play it- There's no errors there, I 
meant the sentence to bo exactly that- In a 
wav I've developed a craving for this 
album. 

T'other day I stared glumly at the Indie 
chart and noticed the amount of records 
being shifted by the very shiftiest of bands. 

I had to laugh through exasperation when 1 
knew for a fact that none of them had ever 
managed, and never will, to create one 
song as good as any featured on this 
album. I mean, fair do's-skipper. You can 
take your rancid punk bands and stretch 
them on the rack but it won't do any good. 
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They st :l won't be in an achieving mood. 
You could blow D.M.S's heads off and I 
suspect they'd still be carving put 
immaculate tunes. This album is non-stop 
brilliance, it has to be the best punk album 
youII buy this year. It's certairly better than 
any album released last year and that's a 
fact. A fact. 

Michaelangelo Igoe on guitar.. Vincent 
Van Fish on drums and Leonardo Da 
Dagnut on bass, carefully bringing about 
their own renaissance in punk, circles. This 
album is packed not only with versatility 
and ingenuity but power, energy lot the 
explosive kind) and tart ling melodic strenth. 
The powder keg you've been waiting for. 

Anyone with half a brain cell is aware of 
the band's musical talents but I confess 
that even I was surprised when I heard the 
vinyl eventuality of some songs that they'd 
allowed me to hear in rehearsal. The studio 
has changed these boys. They've broken all 
the punk barriers with this one. John, 
whilst getting excited about it one night, let 
slip that there were some surprises and it's 
probably just as well that he did If ho 
hadn't this review would be coming to you 
courtesy of the guost of Dr. Syn. I defy 
anybody to listen, to the ending of 'Greed', 
for example, and then say that they are not 
impressed. And if they do say thai their 
heads are then immersed in concrete and a 
bundle of Riot City singles are theirs to 
keep. Forever. Welded to their nipples. 

Even the older materiel here, which John 
admits is somewhat dated, has so much 
more to offer than their Indio chart 
counterparts. The newer material is simply 
beyond compare. 

For your education I shall tell you that the 
older tracks include 'Neighbours' from their 
deleted first EP, 'Danger UXB' from the 
unavailable, though soon (?l to be re-born 
'Heathrow Touchdown' EP, "When Our 
Blood Is Spilled' and 'Think For Yourself' 
which dates from 'Bomb Scare' days. 

Two tracks, 'Greed' and 'Action' (an 
obsolete classic I ere old numbers that have 
been transformed and now bang furiously 


it is still the best PRODUCT that this 
outfit have done and it, say, beats anything 
that ihe wallpaper UK Subs have done 
since their first batch of singles and it 
certainly knocks the current Vibrators old 
snot into a cocked hat. Yet the fact remains 
that this /s a fountain of piss. It coats 
people with something high unpleasant. 
Only the memories of something unsavoury 
and traditional remains, 

Fact wise I could ssveertain things. Shall 

Well, the opening track is some vile 
elongated Anti Nowhere League of Morons 
affair entitled "New Barbarians' and finds 
the chaps hustling along like a barnacle 
encrusted Rolling Stones. Ditto Limo Life'. 
"New Baptism' features the lighter vocals of 
Knox which certainly makes a change from 
the grubby Gletter man, Charlie Harper and 
followed by 1 Need A Slave", featuring 
some reasonable piano, these are actually 
the highlights. 'Dragnet' istedrous. 'War 
Babies' is riddled with appalling guitar 
sounds and basically the shoie of side two 
is a slightly reshuffled side one. What else 
did I expect? I didn't. 

Uran Dregs. DR, SYN 


upon your mental door demanding a 
welcome that they most certainly deserve. 

Many of the songs reflect the 
development that is always going on in the 
D. M, S, camp.; vicious little guitar lines 
swaying around and biting your ears, drum 
beats that roll so effectively it's sea sickness 
that puts you into motion and bass lines 
that sweep you up and carry you away. TO 
HEAVEN, 

Songs that have such dashing turns of 
rhythm and internal dynamics that you 
actually find yourself getting too excited for 
your own good. 

See here people, there are simply too 
many different touches of real c ass on this 
album for me to list. Each song would 
require a page and that can't happen. I 
simply wipe the sweat from my brow, press 
the rewind button and send my copy of the 
tape whirling back . ^ . and I start all over 
again. 

If you put the page close enough to your 
doth ears you might just hoar it too; 
something to your advantage. OR. SYN 


URBAN DOGS: Urban Dogs' (Fall 
Out). 

WHAT DOES the word ‘urbane’ mean . . . 
I'm fust thinking that might be a better 
name for them. Or how about 'Mundane 
Crap’? 

Too harsh, too harsh. 

Whilst I sat listening to this RECORD, I 
was getting pretty angry for one reason or 
another. All the tracks were gliding gruffly 
by and there I was unmoved, untouched, 
by it all. "What a heap of old trash!'", I 
thought to myself as guitar lines meandered 
on and vocals went all gritty. What a 
hideous chore to 'appreciate' such much as 
this old toss. Then suddenly something hit 
me. I realised that for all the inherent 
weaknesses and slothful reasoning this 
record docs have more to ffer than 
anything else the people involved have 
done for ages; years in fact. 


XMAL DEUTSCHLAND: 'Fetisch' (4 
AD). 

JUST ONE of several class albums that 
have been released of late, giving us the 
most shattering start to any year that I've 
known. 

The Xmals should soon be over here to 
promote this devious object, a Lyceum gig 
being spoken about in dark corners even 
now, and the advice is . . . BE THERE. 

Any band that can make such inpactive 
music deserves to sweep all before them. It 
is very rare to hear an album so immediately 
shattering, one which spins you around, 
which pins you to your chair, which haunts 
your dreams, which calls to you as you 
approach your front door, controlling your 
destiny for at least one further evening. 
'Fetisch' is one such. 

A far too simple comparison would be 
the Banshees world but with the Banshees 
unable to produce anything remotely 
resembling good music these days the lend 
of female voce Is laid over stirring bolsters 
belong to Xmal. 

I fell in love with this the moment that 
'Dual' came belching into the room, the 
bass and drums unsettling the china, the 
guitar cutting through the woodwork end 
the keyboards uprooting the floorboards. 1 
was hanging precariously from a light 
fitting when Anja's vocals brought me 
down to earth. 

It matters not whether the songs are fast 
or slow because tne musicianship and 
actual arrangement (hey I'm dabbling with 
mundane technicalities here!) just FIRE up 
in you r fa ce. N ot o n ly the t bu t as time goes 
by and you learn to love every little note 
you begin to unravel the insidious melodies 
that lay within. There's that initial SMACK 
and then the chance to latch on to the 
weaving keyboards and to pick out the bass 
spleen, 

Live the Xmal'sare sensational. Well, 
actually I've only seen them do one gic but 
that one gsg was more than sufficient proof 
of their abilities. 

It’s raw‘ power that's been channelled 
without losing any of the potency that you 
require This album has variety stamped all 
over it and I'm a telling you to go out and 
laydown your life for a copy. 

Will you? DR. SYN 
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Weird but wonderfut 


Mat Snow talks to Black Flag 


THEY SAY that once upon a time America 
was tilted to one side and given a good 
shake. All the nuts ended up in California. 
And there, in Hermosa Beach about 30 
miles south of Los Angeles, you can find 
the home base of Black Flag, currently the 
best punk group in the world . . . 

Way hack in '713, Grey Ginn chanced to SCO 
Tha Ramones at LA's Poxy, and thus inspired he 
formed the fo-ur-piece Panic with himself on 
guitar, Charles "Chuck 1 ' Dukpwski on bass, 

Roho \since replaced by Silly I on drums and 
Keith Morris Singing. 

Panic became Black Hag, which is both an 
anarchist symbol and the name of a patent 
insecticide Fifth "member" was Spot, a 
prod LI CCr / Or i ginOEtr who has an CG u ra ged Black 
Flag from the start and masterminded most of 
their recordings. In 197B he persuaded the band 
into the Studio where rheir firstborn emerged 
blinking into the sunlight and shrieking in 
protest, The 'Nervous Breakdown' EP, 
even malty released a yea r later, is quin {essentia! 
punk. It sounds as it The Clash's 'White Riot', 
The Pistols' 'No Feelings' and The Stooges' 

Raw Power'' have been boiled up together and 
distilled into qre lethal Molotov cocktail. Yes, 
that's good. 

Black Flag weren't influenced by the '76-77' 

Br Spunk explosion, but WOO its uontemporari.es, 
having roots in common. Like the Pistols, Clash, 
Damned and others, they'd been taking on board 
more arcane influences which have served to SCI 
thum apart from the mailistream . . . 

Would you believe Ted Nugent? Early Black 
Sabbath? AG/DC? Johnny Cash? 

As Greg explains: "The Velvet Underground, 
the Detroit thi ng that was one type of music 

we had in common in the group, bur individually 
I always liked a lot of blues and jazz," 

Greg looks like he'd crawled out from some 
Mid-Western garage round about the rime of the 
let Offensive. Tall, pale, gangling end 
dishevelled, he's the exact opposite of bronzed 
California youth. But his amiable drawl and 
bemused manner conceal a psychotic musician, 
as Spot recalls in his sleavenotes for 'Everything 
Went Black'. 

'' ■ - , Greg' 3 bod y lurch nd forward as he 
underwent a remarkable transition from Jekyll to 
Hyde. His head shook, eyes flashed and teeth 


bared manicelly as he began fo grind thick 
Chords out of a guitar that in the shadowy light 
cauJd have been mistaken for a chainsaw." 

Greg CTinn plflyS the most powerful, sleek hut 
demonically crazed guitar since the heyday ot 
Johnny Ramone, Thunders or Sieve Jones . . . 

Meanwhile beck on the ranch, Keith Morris 
left to join the Circle, Jerks, and Johnny "Bob" 
Goldstein took his place. Greg was feverishly 
writing and the band started gigging around LA. 

". . - using the record TNervous Breakdown^ 
as a badge of legitimacy we were finally able to 
get our first LA club gigs," Writes Chuck 
Dukowski. '"We played anywhere and 
everywhere we could and plastered the city with 
oar posters etc. with a literal vengeance." 

And that effort was rewarded. At a time when 
LA's contribution to the New Wove I remember 
thgt?I was minimal, there was a whole 
underground of I relatively) dispossessed youth 
waiting for hard-core talent Co emerge. Black 
Flag and a faw other pioneers satisfied that need. 
Rut then came the reaction. Chuck recalls an 
open air gig in 1978, 

"People threw everything from insults to 
watermelons, beercans, ice and sandwiches at 
us. Parents emptied their ice chests so that, their 
families Could throw their lunches . . . Rot>O r S 
shiny head made a great target. . . Afterwards I 
enjoyed a lunch of delicatessen sandwiches 
which I found still in their wrappers." 

At the same time, Black Flag were trying to 
make an album. But this process was dogged by 
personnel problems, Johnny Goldstein be came 
disaffected with singing and quit, to be replaced 
by thn even more volatrle Ron Reyes, publicly 
known as Chavo Pederast. The next project was 
to be a 12-inch EP called 'Jealous Agairr’. A year 
in the making , it was released In the summer of 
1980, by which Lime Chavo had already jacked ;n 
his mike. 

"No food, love, bear and ego drove poor 
Chavo crazy, " is Chuck's epitaph 

He was well Gut ol it because ’White Minority' 
that caused all the trouble. Black Flag were 
satirising the WASP racism of well-heeled zones 
of California suburbia, but some people took it at 
face value 

" 'White Minority' wasn't a problem in LA," 
explains current vocalist Henry Rollins. "It's 
never a problem where people understand the 
group, our basic attitudes, it was only people 


who maybe got the record and never heard 
anything about it, or read any interviews, so they 
didn't know what our attitude was and didn't 
perceive the song as having the krnd of sarcastic 
vocal that to me ir sounds like it has. It makes 
That person sound real StOOpid ra me. 

And, as Henry further points out: "The singer 
was Puerto Rican, the guy Who drummed 1 on it 
was from Columbia, the guy who produced and 
engineered it < Spot I was black ..." 

Dez Cadenu, dead-ringer for a biker acid- 
casualty, joined as vocalist, and the group 
embarked on a US lour lor Creepy Crawley, 34 in 
the MpnSon Family phrase), Wherever they 
went, their i l-gotren notoriety preceded them, 
producing heavy cops, edgy fans and near riots. 
From this era emerged tha apt 'Police Story' 
single and a brilliant version of the Kingsmen's 
prolo-gurage (rash Classic 'Louie Louie', 

Meanwhile they pressed on with the album, 
but only whan Henry Rollins was recruited as 
singer, with Dez moving to -second guitar, did 
things begin to gel- A refuge** from Washington 
DC I whose T rouble Funk bund he especially 
rates), Henry is a clenched maniac of a singer, 
bursting with muscle and sweat. The frayed cut¬ 
offs he wears on stage are the only clue to Black 
Flag's Californian origins. 

At last the album 'Damaged' came out in 1981. 
Quite simply, it's the best punk LP I've heard 
since 'Bollocks', managing to be true to the 
original punk spirit without being dated or 
dogmatic, it's nor about issues or collective 
action; 'Damaged' is an expression of the 
personal — pain, depression, anger and 
boredom. Just the state of being young and out 
of step. 

'Damaged', the 'jealous Again' EP, and a 
great compilation of hitherto unreleased songs 
and alternative takes from 19/8-81 called 
'Everything Wear Black', an* all available hero on 
SS f. Over to you. And, when Black Flag played 
two staggering Londo n da Cs recently, they were 
Supported by another l>n lliunr LA band the 
Minute-men. Those two outfits, Red Cross, 45 
Grave, Saccharine Trust, 100 Flowers and many 
more are on the Cr'CSt of an eastward -rolling 
Pacific wave. 

As HunterS. Thompson once remarked: 

"'When the going gets weird, turn 
professional -" 

Mat Snow 
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CALL ME 
HARDY 

MAKING HiS mark Jft&t's L^t Hardy , 
who is known to thousands of punks 
that want to put something of their 
favourite artist or group on them for 
keeps. La! has tattoed legos song titles 
and portraits of hundreds of famous and 
lessor known punks, from doing a 
dragon on Beki Bondage (pictured top 
leftl, to Anti No whore League, The 
Clash, Crass ■„ Flux of Pink Indians, 
Meteors, UK Decay, 

Apart from warning customers that it 
won't come off and you have to be 18, 
Laf won 'f tattoo people's faces. If you 
w-j/if to see him at id somo of his work, 
you can go to his shop at: New Wa ve 
Tattooing, 157 Sydney Road Musweft 
Hilf London NW or phone him on 01 444 
3779 

See Some of Bek* Bondage "s other 

Flux of Pink Indians Exploited"s 'Troops Of Tom or re w" tattoos over page. 






































Angelic Upstarts 'Out Of Control 


UK Decay Tor My Country 




Early Sfouxste 


Catwoman 


Discharge 
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Mohican girl 


Punks ruin 


Skinhead 
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MfK E NlCHOLLS looks back with g/assy eyes 


O BEATLES, Elvia or Rolling 
Stones — in 1977. "* 


COtVTWUED OVER 


























Lot us know your first emporium;!; of punk music, whether it was 1976 
or this year, it doesn't matter. Send your story to Punk Memories, Punk 
Lives,. 50 Eaqle Wharf Road. London Nl. 


WHAT MEMORIES DO YOU HAVE OF PUNK.? 


FROM PREVIOUS PA GE 


was nothing short of mind-blowing. 
Basically they hired a bloody big boat 
lots of equipment and no end of 
journalists and fiends and played 3 gig 
whilst sailing down the Thames. 

Yet not for long. Manager Malcolm 
McLaren, the band and the rest of this 
most motley of crews soon got arrested 
by the river police and booked for 
disturbing the peace. 

I never forgave myself for being stuck 
up in Manchester at the time but had a 
pretty good night all the same. 

Watching The Stranglers at the Electric 
Circus. Which was no easy task. 

T hough holding a good TOOO and 
punk still being at a fairly 
formative stage, the place was 
jam-packed. My black torn T-shirt was 
no match for some of the sartorial 
confections. The girl squeaked between 
me and the stage, for example, sported 
nought but a bundle of saf ety pinned 
rags. At one point the heavy looking guy 
next to her ripped off the lot and I 
thought to myself "Christ! Repel" 

The next moment he was giving her 
his plastic mac to wear. She was his 
girlfriend and the whole thing had been 
stage-man aged I Further in front The 
Stranglers were excellent. Their TV 
Rattus Norvagicus' LP had already taken 
the the nation by storm, the Doors- 
inspired keyboards giving it useful 
cross-over credibility and securing it a 
lengthy run in the album charts. 

The Stranglers were really too old and 
too professional to be punks but their 
attitude was spot on. They r d already 
toured the length end breadth of the 
country and built a considerable grass 
roots following in each city. The punk 
explosion was the detonator they 
needed and they jumped aboard the 
new wave bandwagon with stealthy 
grace. 

After the shew I chatted to the group, 
particularly bassist Jean-Jacques 
Burnell and later became pretty good 
friends with them ail. 1 don't think they 
were at all surprised when our meetings 
were eventually in an official Interview 
situation capacity. A Foot-note: My 
review of The Stranglers gig never got 
printed in 'Sounds', and to this day I 
knownot why, 1 

My very first review appeared a 
couple of month later, though quite a bit., 
of water flowed under the bridge in 
between. 

The mania, excitement and general 
round-the-clock lunacy of my naw-found 1 
punk lifestyle got out of hand. When not 
staying out ell night I couldn't sleep and 
eventually the running on empty went 
too far. After a week of paranoiac 
delusions that people were "after me" 1 
was rushed to hospital suffering from 
extrema nervous exhaustion. Three 
weeks of enforced medication and 
tranquility eventually got me right 
followed by the prescription of a 
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PICTURES 

Colour and 
Black and White 



Xwnrd written by (Mark c*f 'Apoeelypa-e How' lanzinH, Whuuith; impstwd. Hens. 


ACROSS 

1. Pioneers of Oi 17.7) 

7. He's got Scabies (3) 

8. How many Million Voices \ 3) 

TO. Welter had a lot To say in the City (4j 

11. ... law for them 13) 

14. Martin's answer to Maggie (2) 

16 t 9 down. He caused a riot in his local high 
high street <3,6! 

17. They're worried about Charlie's Warhead (6) 

18. Wattle's praise for English Cities 14) 

19. Adam used to be one, SO tread on one (3) 

23. Four of them want chaos 15) 

26. A tribute to the GLC (6) 

27. Judy hit them on the head <9.1 

29. St George get his . , . <31 

30. 22 down backwards (2) 

31. ... Banger. . . ex Slaughter (2) 

33. Mark Perry's Alternative (21 

34. Exploited drummer's lest band (lOf 

35. Cal always asks ■ ■ • (3i 


DOWN 

t. Hitch in Heroes <81 

2. Peter needed intensive. . . (4) 

3. Vice Squad's first vinyll?f 

4. Am I Dead . . . [3t 
b. Not Dallas, but L'2) 

6. Steve Roberts early band 17! 

9. See 15 

12. Same as 14 across 

13. Wattle's paper (4) 

16. . . , and die Electric Chairs (5.6] 

17. No Su fvivors is what they say 1ST 
30, Arsenal No, No! Pioneering punks (7) 

21. 32 or Chaos <21 

22. ... Britain there's a rad alert (2j 

23. They couldn't take anymore (6) 

24. Charlie's marauders (41 

25. If you don't like Pasti you'ra ... (4] 

27. 27 across' second album (2! 

28. ... Establishment or the League (4J 
32. ... and my Desire (21 


XWORO SOLUTION 
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WE NEED YOU! 


CHave you taken pictures 
of your favourite punk artist 
or group? Or are you a 
group that have great 
pictures of yourselves but 
: don't know what to do with 
them? 

^Record companies, 
groups, photographers or 
fans , we need your 
pictures / 

• We can onty bring you 
Punk Lives if you he/p us, 

We need as many colour 
pictures (especially 35mm 
transparencies} as we can 
get. 

• Now the good news, if 
you are a budding 
photographerwe it a/so 
pay you for any 
photographs we use. 

•So, record companies, 
groups and artists, if you 
want your photographs 
used in Punk Lives send 
them now with full hiog 
details as weft. 
Photographers, budding or 
otherwise, please do the 
same. 

CSend both colour and 
black and white 
photographs to: Picture Fife, 
Punk Lives, 50 Eagle Wharf 
Road, London N1. 

• We 're sorry, but we 
canno t re turn an y 
photographs . 

























































































PUNK LIVES 


Al A, one of the writers for the 'Kill Your Pet Puppy' fanzine explains what punk 
means to him and reports on the Harrow Road Anarchy Centre's final gig 


W H EN THE first twitches of what 
was to become punk started seep 
mg out of London and into the 
world, the first trickle of interested parties 
started hitching their way towards tho city. 
Asthe (witches got stronger, the weirdos 
kept coming, crawling in f rom all over tho 
UK, even places like Australia and America. 
KINGS CROSS 

IN EARLY "73, largo areas of Kings Cross 
were taken overby punk squatters. "Police 
vans used to turn up every morning to haul 
away anyone who looked underage. Some 
people had to carry a birth certificate all the 
time. 

"I used to sleep in the empty carriages at 
Fusion Station. 

"I was on the tube and this girl said 'Do 
you want to buy some blues?" I didn't know 
what they were, but mo and my mate 
bought a quid's worth. We used to be 
Speeding all night down the Music Machine 
and sloop on the circle line and abuse the 
commuters. 

"We used to go and swop joints and 
downers for cider and meths with the 
dossers,” 

' WHEN YOU'VE BEEN UP FOR FIVE 
DAYS”... 

ENERGY is not always eternal delight; 
eventually you come down and it doesn't 
seem so much fun. Being evicted. Being 
arrested, Being beaten up. Overdoses. 
Having to beg. And meanwhile tho original 
fragile unity of punk was splitting up into a 
hundred fragments under the onslaughts of 
the media and society. The Tories got 
elected. The elements of punk's initial 
energy Sexual, political, musical, 
fashion, drugs; lost touch with each other 
and became impotent gestures. Only the 
fact of punk's very success in "speaking for 
a generation” gave any credibility to the 
post punk morass. A succession of 
"spokesmen” tried to use the impetus of 


punk to push their careers and opinionated 
ideas. "Punk is dead". 

PUNK IS DEAD? 

ALMOST, BUT not quite. Some of those 
who had made the trek to London didn't go 
back home, couldn't go back home. Back 
to the situation as before. They had found a 
freedom in the city, in punk, however 
fragile and insecure. There was no going 
back to Middlesborough, or Sydney or 
Cumberland or. . . They had crossed over 
into the Abyss. The only question was, 
would they ever reach the other side? 

A N TS/TUIN A L/C R AS S 
THE HEADING from a fanzine of January 
1980 summed it all up. The old Ants and 
their links with the old spirit of punk (and 
the whole glam era which has warped the 
minds of this generation back in 72/791, the 
bid Ants were beginning the 
metamorphosis from decadent punk to 
teen glamour- The speed was being 
repls ced by d rugs I ike Tu i naI. 

"'More and more people were saying "I 
can take tuirial without being addicted". 

"You'd see them staggering about, 
oblivious to anyone or anything, 'another 
generation goes down kicking and 
screaming . . .'. 

■"Some of our best friends have turned 
into aggressive, destructive bastaids 
through this drug, which suddenly flooded 
the market when a number of amphetamine 
factories got busted." 1 

The only glimmer of hope was in Crass, a 
heavy anarchist punk band with the image 
and ideals for the moment- At the gigs 
throughout 1979 the splinters of punk 
dashed in ugly confrontation. The winter of 
79/80 had been the coldest on record. It 
seemed like a long way from the summer of 
' 76 . 

PERSON'S UNKNOWN 


Trial" and the spark of inspiration which 
became the London Anarchist Centre. A 
series of mootings were held in late 79 early 
'BO; perhaps there was more to "Anarchy In 
The UK' than just a gong. Maybe It could 
HAPPEN! 

In April, Crass and the Poison Girls 
became involved. There was a single. There 
was money. Not much else. 

1980 

WHAT WAS there? Beuhaus, the Cramps 
and the Psychedelic Furs; Music without 
morals. Crass; Morals without music. A 
crowded, colourful anarchist picnic on 
Mayday, Lots of punks! But nothing much 
on the surface, a deceptive calm. 

1981 

THE PACE began to quicken. A nervous 
energy lor was if the speed 7 !. 

Mo-re gigs More people. Riots. 

Obviously something was going on, not 
always pleasant, a violent tinge to events. 

A PARALLEL UNIVERSE 
SUDDENLY, SOMEHOW, tilings changed. 
Gigs in a church, a squat on the Pentonville 
Road, No bouncers, no more '"them” and 
"us", 50p to see bands like Rubella Ballet 
the Synix and Tinsel jumping up to sing 
with them. Gigs organised by punks, for 
punks, Not sate punks in mail order leather 
jackets. No, this lot were still outrageous, 
gay punks Irving in squats, anarchist punks 
with dazzlingly bright hair and make up. 

The survivors, the ones who had passed 
through the abyss. And now they were 
finding each other again, discovering a 
network, of people and bands and squats 
and fanzines. A Blood and Roses gig in 
Stoke Newington, Sitting rna room in an 
Islington squat, waiting for the dawn, and a 
free gig at Parliament Hill Fields, sun shine, 
laughter end the Entire Cosmos plus the 
Mob and King Trigger. 

It was all very confusing, so much 
seemed to be happening, so much was 
happening. The Wild Youth were on the 
streets again, a kaleidoscopic frenzy. A 
celebration, It is true — PUNK LIVES! 
WARPING 

IN THE meantime the real anarchists were 
getting on with the Anarchy Centre in 
Wappiog. It ended up in a sad state, But 
there their new confidence the punks 
managed to keep it going — all through 
another frearing winter. The church had 
moved east (due to a fire). More coming 
together, more people, more friends, 

1982 

WE CELEBRATED the new year with an all 
night con cert/celeb rati on. Three years on 
and the pieces were coming together again, 
expanding slowly. Then we goi evicted. 

The spirit moved west to the Centro 
Iberiea, the mood changing from the cold 
aggressive mood of Wapping to a more 
relaxed and sensual feel. A psychedelic 
slant to the eld punk rant. The militants 
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1979 ALSO saw the ''Anarchist Conspiracy 


RUBELLA BALLET: 
only 50p to s&e 
thorn play 


















were wary - all this enjoyment - was this 
the revolution? 

Of course ii is, complete with candres 
and magick, crazy colour and chaos. Only 
this time we are singing the songs (thanks 
Brigandage). 

And on the fringes, hiding in the toilets., 
the journalists and film crews. Jo 
Eroeklehu rat's paintings have captured the 
flamboyant style, but will they grasp the 
content? Or win they just grab the cliches 
like before? 

INTO THE OPEN 

WHA T HAPPENS when we wake from our 
three years slumber? When they start to 
uncover the hidden growth? When you see 
it in the papers, watch it on TV? Wobbling 
on the edge., is there enough control, or will 
it be lost again? Punk is alive, the only 
subersive thing around, the only real throat 
left, 

The police vans still turn up every 
morning to haul away the undcragers. Only 
now it's glue, not tuinal. 

Doos anyone grasp the implications? 

Punk lives in the places Gary Bushel I has 
never been. We r ve crossed the abyss, but 
will anyone follow? 

Are you tired of all these Questions? 

Then it's lime to find some answers of 
your own! 

I T WAS late on Fnday night, and I was 
half asleep when Dove came round with 
the news. 

'There is going to bo a free gig at 
London '5 Anarchy Centre, the last one 
before they knock it down." 

"Great, who's playing?” 

'The Mob and Noll and Void. A P.A. has 
been hired for Sunday." 

"This Sunday?” 

"Yeah.” 

He disappeared off into the night to carry 
the word. I had a cig and fell asleep-1 
dreamt that a TV crew came to film the 
event and no one turned op, That would be 
typical Anarchy Centre style. 

I arrived about A30 on Sunday, walking 
up past the still empty Zig Zag club. It 
looked the same, but I remembered the 
weekend in December it had been squatted 
in. That was great, especially the free beer! 
Still smiling I turned the corner and walked 
down Harrow Road to the Centro Iborico, 
where the A Centre has been for the past 
year. 

It is in a huge empty school, hidden 
behind advertising hoardings. The entrance 
is a creaky iron gate labelled "Girls” It 
groaned as I pushed it open, Just like in a 
Mob song "the playground is empty”, the 
half ruined school is like a haunted house. 
The ground floor windows are covered with 
wire mesh. Painted letters spoil out 
CENTRO IRERICO and an arrow points to a 
small door. 3 can hear music from inside, so 
someone must be here. 

Inside ere a few Spanish people, clearing 
out the last of their belongings, i wander 
round the tiny stage in 'our' part it is 
built, from old gas cookers, classroom doors 
and a lump of carpet salvaged from a skip. 
The lights came from the old Wapping A 
Centre, the only relics left. The walls are all 
painted, some pictures, some slogans. It is 
all very forlorn and sad, but I still have I he 
memories. 

Goes back to the infamous summer of 
'Si. When assorted members of the 'Pet 
Puppy' fanzine's collective went to the 
Hope and Anchor. Some of us stayed, the 
others went in search of a 'church' where 
you could seo all these punk bands for 50p. 
They returned the next afternoon, full of 
this chu re h ■ a squat on the Pentorrvi He 
Road, and a gay punk squat. Both places 
were to become familiar over the next 





Centro /banco: fast home of The Anarchy Centre 

T A \ 


Open to off 


The Stage, buift from otd cookers 
and cfassroom doors 


months. 

I hings were happening so fast then, it's 
hard to recall much more than flashes; a 
glimpse of Rubella Ballot — who are these 
amazing people? Suddenly there was this 
tiny church full of the most wierd, bizarre 
punks, all I nearly) being friendly and 
relaxed. No bouncer, no management, no 
bar, no rules! 

Unfortunately It eventually caught fire, t 
saw it the other day from the bus, all 
boarded up and looking like it came out of 
an H.P. Lovecraft story. Still in the depths 
of darkest Wapping was a warehouse 
[he original Autonomy /Anarchy Centre, set 
up with the help of the money from the 
Bloody Revolutions/Persons Unknown 
Single. 

It was losing money, so And ee Martin 
who opened the piece for punks on 
Sunday, set Up some benefit gigs. A new 
church, just a bit colder now ~ It was 
November! People would arrive in the 
afternoon and huddle together for warmth 
until there were enough bodies to take the 
edge off the cold air 

Over the months though, things got 
1 spon taneously 1 n rga n ised I ike tea a nd 

coffee, veggie food and lager at 50p a can (I 
helped on this one! b Fanzines and anarchic 
literature were sold and blues bought; the 
talk got so fast end furious while the bands 
played on. Six or seven bands a night is 
good value for a pound. We celebrated 
New Year there and almost froze to death 
in a blizzard! 

Unfortunately the landlord found out 
about our fun and threw us out. 

And so to the Centro Jberico where the 
chaos continued, but on a slightly larger 
scale. Not so cold either. Scattered groups 
of punks in the playground, clutching the 
inevitable bottles of cider (sweet and dry ), 
gossiping and laughing, waiting for the 
band or the equipment to arrive. Usually it 
would get sorted out after a series of frantic 
phone calls. More relaxed titan Wapping, 
the stylos a bit wilder, the music a bit 
broader — expanding the boundaries of 
punk. 


And here we are again, going out in style 
with Fracture, The Omega Tribe, Null and 
Vo id and The Mob. 11 alk too mu ch a n d 
miss most of the bands but in the distance I 
hear the Mob's musical motif, Curtis, 
tuning his bass. I push through the crowd 
(who said noono would come?) towards 
the stage. Oooooh, 

Not ma ny ba nds have that emotion a I 
intensity, that real power behind the songs. 
Blood and Hoses have it. The Mob 
definitely haven. 3 danced until it ripped my 
T-shirt to shreds, singing along to all the 
songs. This is punk rock, this passion and 
intensity, this compassion and truth. It 
went on and on — so late 3 hod to walk the 
last couple of miles home. Even then I 
couldn't sleep. 

I still can't. I have to sit here and try and 
express it in words, to communicate. What 
we have done, whet we are doing is 
important, is vital because , . . well since 
punk began it hasn't got any easier, the 
collapse of this country has continued and 
looks like ii will continue, despite politicians 
promises and all those other lies. I saw The 
Truth Game on TV. The nows came on and 
1 found Channel Four — The Birthday Party 
in full manic majesty. I hadn't much liked 
them before but in the midst of the horror 
of today they seemed so right. 

flowers in the Dustbin? The whole 
nation is becoming a dustbin and 1 be 
flowers have spread, growing in the rubble. 
How many young people have a future? 
Workers aren't needed any more, only 
machines to make video games and Cruise 
missiles. 

Punk is/was prophetic - all the words 
are coming true, we have no future in this 
wasteland. The Anarchy Centre was just a 
way of allowing that it is possible to create 
our own lives, to live our own lives. 

Listening to a tape of Blood and Hoses, a 
bit of Tony D.'s drunken interview with Bob. 

"They can exploit me. They can exploil 
the band. BUT THEY CAN NEVER 
EXPLOIT THE IDEA." 

And that is true. 

ALA 


































The po nt ot this sort of thing is not just lo 
make you tn nk "oh that's interesting, ' It's taken 
well over rh e edge of any such n iceties -this 
particular segment seeming to last for anything 
up to half an hour. 

There's an undeniable and extraordinary 
fascination in these explorations of human 
nature's darker side, entertainment value lying in 
lhe relative impossibility of tearing yourself away 
from its merciless grip. However, such value 
inevitably depends upon the safety-net 
knowledge that it rsn'i 'reel-life',, the fear,''horror 
is always watchud rather than experienced. 

The Aesthetics of Crime. Suoh a though must 
have prompted tfte final segment involving as it 
does the involuntary participation of the 
audience. A smoko eunnister is sot a ight and 
rapidly a t i ck cloud of esphysiating blindness 
envelops the Moonlight - all the more effective 
as the strobe transforms ir into an unreal, jerking 
column. 

Unwilling participants stumble in a panic to the 
exist, choking On their indignation whilst a few 
remain A strange sensei ion, both tearful and yet 
calmly accenting impending suffocation ora: 
east total derangement of the senses - n desire 
to endure it through to whatever lies beyond the? 
safety levels. 

In a tantalising twist, celebratory voices shout 
from around you, 'Belsen.. Balaam '. A 
masochistic compulsion to suffer in martyrdom 
even here as mere spectators to a cacaphomc 
'art' performance, 

Sicarre, sick, yes, wel it sounds nasty hare in 
dry theory, easily and often misconstrued as 
mere glorification of Wazi R oma n esq ue power ■ 
lust; its experimenting venules into the very 
essence gf evil and associated ms ign concepts. 

The experience is more purgatorial than 
pictorsal and the ones in charge of tie synths and 
strobes are the ones mast likely to turn it into an 
obsess onaI craving for real-life bJood and 
malingering death. KILTY McGUIFtE 


ACTION PACT: music writhing on the floor 


ACTIQM PACT/THE ADICTS 
Fe tham Football Club 
HMMM, NOW usually Action Pact get a 
reasonabie sound and they play up with great 
con vi cl ion, imbuing all with an inner glow as a 
direct resull to their bouyant songs. Tonight ail I 
could see wasaflourdering vessel taking on far 
too much PA' peakage whilst whoever was at the 
mixing desk made no attempt to right the craft 
whatsoever. The voces negated ali George's 
acitivity, the bass was hidden from our hearing, 
bulging through very rarely. A guitar was seen in 
the hands of Css but the odd mashing sound 
that it sent out had little in common with his 
normal haranguing. Only drummer Chris, 
battling on an unusual kit could be neard and 
although the borrowed kit hampered deftness of 
ihe hands he made up for it with power. His 

Steering sufficed- 

Aii [Heir usual stage greats were writhing on 
the floor and there they stayed all night in terms 
of impact. The general sound was okay, don't 
get me wrong. Compared to most bands what 
struggled across the bolder bearing the anem 
ACTION PACT was a lively morass but it wasn't 
good enough. WE WU2 ROBBED, Action Pact 
were murdered by devious forces. 

The Adits seemed to find an easier sound 
when they came on. Perhaps the PA man woke 
up. Who can say? They steamed into the crowd 
who had become a touch r estlessand thrashed 


around onstage delivering octane material which 
was greedily swallowed by most of the people 
present. I heard a good version of ’Steamroller' 
and smiled into my pint glass but other than tha 
the sound was still not tnei brilliant. The 
performance was a workmanlike affair, inrendod 
to gradual y impress. It was ali a matter of 
RESULTS. I'd have abardoneri the me:ch 
myself. DR SYN 

IRON IN FLESH 

West Hamstead Moonlight 

THE AESTHETICS of atrocity. From one side of 
the darkened stage comes brutal howls and 
screeches, twisted from a synth by a sa low 
youth uniformed in battle fatigues. Sole 
accompaniment is from an indistinct tape., 
ntoning cut-up descriptions of infanticide and 
mgti latior. N of the crude su peHicia li ty of 
sensationalism, more an abstract hint of allusive 
arc unpredicteb a terror, Nothing isclcariy hoard 
af specified just an intimation that the real 
essence is something so malignant we would be 
unable to comprehend. 

After about 10 minutes of this a film starts up, 
flickering blurred images unsettling in their barely 
perceived rapid^ — the affect is not fell as 
sheer chaos or randomness, more es the 
workings of an obsessions and intense m'nri 
whose mil capabilities and intentions have yet to 
be revealed. 

The aesthetics of brutality, the fun goes on as 
the second mem cor, dressed in white radiation 
suit and gas mask, enters the game. Proceeding 
to rhythmically pound e largish tin-cen with a 
couple of steei bars - a strobe combines with 
the incessant synth tor tune, beginning now to 
distort any sense of perspective 









miioN-tviu 


► ht 

WIN THE 
NEW 
CHARLIE 
HARPER 

iWAfUl 7 OF HATE ALBUM! 
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Listen 'ere you lot, you don't wanna kick 
yourself for missing out on the first 
three Issues do ya? There are still some 
copies of issue No.1, No.2 and IMn.3 of 
Punk Lives lefr. If you missed them and 
would like to get hold of the copies, 
send £1 for one issue, £2 for two issues^ 


Or £3 for three issues. Easy inn it 7 Send 
El, £2 or £3, which includes post and 
packaging [remember to putin your 
name and address), to Punk Lives, [Back 
Issues), 50 Eagle Wharf Road, London 
N1. 


SUBSCRIBE! 


TO THE MAG 


THEY CAN’T Gj 


Why not subscribe to your 
fbv magi ft r s the best way to 
ensure that you don r t miss 
an issue of Punk Lives! Just 
check Out the information 
below and in a few weeks 
Punk Lives! wifi be dropping 
through your letterbox as 
regular as clockwork .., 



r 


To: Subscriptions Dept, Punk Lives, 50 Eagle Wharf Road, 
London N1, 


I 


Please send me a subscription to Punk Lives. 
Tick boxes to the amount you require. 


□ 

□ 

n 

□ 


12 issues of Punk Lives (for the UK) £12 
6 issues of Punk Lives (for the UK) EG 
12 issue of Punk Lives (O verseas) £20 
6 issues of Punk Lives (Overseas) £10 


1 fcricloyti 3 cheque,'postal orden'mer^y urdcr for C made 

payable to Punk Li**;. Send the completed formwiih your remittance to: 
Subscriptions Department, Punk Lives. GO Eagle VYiwr London Nt, 

NAME ........ 


ADDRESS 
































































OMt] THING I have always 
liked 31 taunt Punk in ihr great 
designs tnr writing on some of 
ike iMiuk jackets. You sec a 
in ml uiu! he jusl has a big 
bullscye on his parker hnr 
with punk it’s artistic. So I 
thought why net ask punks to 
pul their ideas on paper ami 
start a compel Hi on in L Pmik 
Lives’, I enclose what I have 
on my jacket, 'CAL' of 
Discharge, Chris of Exposed 
Violence (group from 
Oldham), Roy Ion, Oldham. 


Great idea Chris, if you think 
you're good with a pen, pencil 
or even at painting, send us 
your work and we 7/ try to 
print them. 



A FEW months hack 3 was going to write a 
nasLier letter than the one David Fraley sum in 
No. 2 cos. \ our first issue was the biggesi pile of 
I OSS I've ever had i he misfortune LO Come across. 

I decided to risk getting No, 2 and, thankfully, 11 
was a great improvement with much less quoting 
from I lie very mags dial you slagged off m your 
lirst edil orial, Some of I lie pis I'Flasmalics ClC.) 
were a bit old and you could Mop pulling crap 
Like Bow Wow Wow ill COS they've never been 
punk and only goi anywhere cos of Mad aren. I 
was glad to see the inclusion of smaller bands like 
Erazerheads and the Toy Dolls but how aboui 
pis of Dead Mail's Shadow and Action E^aet, 
also the Straps and the Adici$ deserve a mem ion. 

One complaint, you slag half of I he Total 
Noise FP off for being Heavv Me ml, well that's 
probably Cos IT IS HEAVY METAL! The whole 
idea of "Total Noise” is m bieak down the 
ban ici between alt Non-Disco music. Also you 
could give a mention lo the fanzines doing 1 he 
rounds because, for some people, they can he 
pretty hard, lo get. I 've listed some here complete 
with prices and hope you will prinl I hem. All 
Vines req u ire S, A. F.’s, 

I'es la meat of Reality 10p II Saluraiion 
Rd. Darlinglon, Co, Durham, 1)1 3 RIM 
Rising Free JOp Gcz, 7 Hornbeams, Sweet 
liTiar, Welwyn Garden City, Herls. 

Final Curtain 25 p Plebb, 13 Maycrofl Ave„ 
Grays, Essex, R.MI7GAN. 

4 Minutes to Go 20 p Charlie, 7 Haygarth 

Rd, I ondnn Rd, Kci'ibworlh, Herls. 

A bill I y Stinks, free, Gerard, 74 Franks, wood 
Ave, Petls Wood. Orpington, Rem, 

No Solution 30p - Garry, 28 Curzon Rd, 
Waterloo, Liverpool. 

New Mania 3l)p 32 Archer Road, 

FolkCS1 one, Kenl. 

A Way of Life ZHJp Rule, 48 Harburn Ave, 

Deans, Livingston, Seolland Ian Armstrong, 
Darling [on. Co. Durham, pfj SJ\, 


I DON’T want lo read ahum shit like Bow Wim 
W ow, Adam and his posy A ills or HI ,F and flic 
Clash. ! hese bands are not piink \heir allicudts 
arc all wrong as well as Ihcir music being .. rap, I 
wanl lo read about rcaE punk bands. Today’s 
punk hands, such as Abrasive Wheels, Chaos 
l K, DLri, Sob Humans. Sex Gang Children, 
Southern Dealh Cult, Crown Of Thorns, Crass, 
GBH etc. because even if they don’t all sound 
like ihe Sex Pistols their attitudes on life are 
a I rig In, they are true punk bands no shiL like Lhe 
Clash etc. You should concentrate on smaller 
bands and also American bands, and all the cull 
pu H k ha rids tSGC el-C). TIicre Should he imi re 
pages (how aboui twice as much, with more 
writing) as the price is obscene. 

Also in issue No L you suidall the top lens 
primed would receive li free album, well I never 
got onet (Oh no we didn't. We're not rnadeol 
money). A pari from this lhe magazine is Ljuile 
good. I dare you to print this letter as all (he 
previous ones printed have been righl arse 
lickers. 

As for line person who said i hat lhe magazine 
slii'uIII advertise l-shirls and bondage 1 r-.iusers, I 
don’t ihmk you u rulers in ntl aboui punk t nothing 
personal), Winston Smith knows whai lie's aboui 
though. So i here is hope yet. Andy H, York. 
HFST OF hiL-k with your magazine. You need a 
lot of luck lo deal with a subject Lhat means lots 
of different things to lots of different punks. 
W'hai is a “true" punk group to one punk is a 
joke to others, 

L am 27 and have seen hundreds of groups as a 


punier and also as. a bouncer aL Retford 
Porterhouse and Nottingham KLH.-k t’ilv (I 
liaslen lo add lhat 1 am not a self ego-honsling 
bully boy bouncer). Asa bouncer r have seen lots 
of punk groups I wouldn’t normally bother with 
□ ml so probably have a more balanced opinion 
on performance and abiliLy’’live” than some 
oilier punks. A group ihui comes over duff on 
disc can sometimes be devastating live, and vice 
versa. 

Going back to'76, thebesi live shows 1 have 
seen include, lhe Stranglers, Rnnsliccs, Damned, 
Charge. Toy Dolls, Boom town Rats, Rczillos, 
John Cooper Clarke, Hauhaus, Vice Squad, U2 
and the group that I saw last year, and would like 
to review. The Angelic Upstarts! at Retford 
Porterhouse. 

AS EVER I he Porterhouse is a cave, a dark 
sinister cave infested by rejects, defects and 
degenerates. Like some setup raid piled high 
with black corpses held together by leather and 
sluds, andii’s hot, very hot. The L>.l must have a 
fetish lor sweat, peppering the old and new punk 
classics with local Ltash merchants Kiol Squad. 
The dance floor is a riot. 

But everyone is really jusL passing time. 


Midnight, and here (hey come, blasting on si age 
with a blistering burst of T’o I ice Oppression', An 
Upstarts audience needs no winding up, i hey 
know every word, every scream. Fever Pilch, 

If Ihey caul CIO hear 'The Angelic Upstarts 
Greatest Hits’ (hey got it. Mensi was rampaging 
around lhe Stage like an android on overload, 
plastering the from liners with blood, sweat, and 
ienrs as smashed out' Teenage Warning’ 
’UpslartC, ‘Afghan Rebels', ‘Last Night 
Anoiher Soldier' and the others. Continuing his 
romance with the woman whose initials indicate 
the sraic of her head, M.T., he ripped off a 
spiteful ’Mrs Politician', and a rousing 
'England’ for the people who arc England, not 
the people who bleed il dry. 

Before the gig Marled Mensi was telling me 
over a pint that he had just been home recently to 
see his folks- and had been arrested three times. 

T li i ■, probably accou rued for venemous re nd it i on 
oT "Liddle Towers’,'You’re Nicked', and 'P 
understandf, each song being shouted back 
onstage word for word by the rabble. Red I am 1 
Ac a lime when there is sometimes friction 
between skins and punks it was not lung short of 
weird lo see them [OgeiheF, arms wrapped 

















around each tuber, some crying as Men si poured 
li is heart inlg i he emotive "Soldier * 1 * * * . 

U ihe crowd came to hear now songs in wipe 
oul I he memory of |vji.si failures, ihcy col that loo 
and enjoyed il. 

When it was over people were staring inly 
space, wcl and steaminj-. arid wishing tt was jus| 
beginning. Is this just a bins) from the past or is ii 
relevant powerfuI punk? 

Is Men si a rusling relic ora precious Link 
between Ihc '77 explosion or ihc shrapnel of '32' 5 
A mailer of i'pinioII1 SUppose, bui whichever il 
is, a gig like [his will always be worth turning pyi 
for. Neville Seoll, Mansfield, Nolls. 


YOU AS Kill) people lo write in and give you 
some ideas on whal lo add to Fhnik E ives. Well I 
i hough i you could eon of do a Personal file on 
punk groups or llie from man, like |hey do in 
another leading magi Smash Hirs), Ask them 
whai their Favourite phrase is, or silly things, like 
when did they lose Ihcir virginity, 01 what ihey 
were doing before llicy were a punk group, y ou 
know, just be very nosy Sian with Wat lie of 
Exploded. Mandy, 


AT LAST we've finally gol somei hing to keep Us 
in touch Ou L here i r: I he coI on tes. You ha vg n 0 
bloody idea cite hull.stm and boredom we have to 
put u p w i l h Out here!1 'here’s on ly on e ha nd 
worth seeing. Quick it The [>cad, and they have 
si?; gigs every si.x months. All in all there’s only 
around 20 of us punks oul here and i hat makes 
for plenty of kicks in llie head. E usi week my 
male's house had a bomb pla ced oul side bis 
front door, lucky no one was killed. Two sticks 
of jelly makes a n&sLy mess. Well, keep ii : n 1 1 
and more Crass please. Billie Arisen, Wes lent 
Australia, 


MY PUNK TOP TEN 

1. Anarchy In The UK, Sex Pistols. 

2 . Warhead, UK Subs. 

3. God Save The Queen, Sex Pisiols. 

1. Call The Army (I'm Alive), Anti-Pasti. 

5. Daily News, Exploited, 
ft, Prelly "Vacant, Sets Pistols. 

7, Truth And Juslice, Atili-Pas It. 

S, Out or Control, Exploited. 

Looking Ai You, Damned. 

I ft, No Mom Heroes, Stranglers. 

J. Rev n niils, K i ugs Stan ley, S lunch on.se, ( ■ Ion , 


THE FIRST punk mag wilh a difference, 1 
would like to congratulate you on remembering 
the non-decaying face of music and (Transforming 
it into mag Form. It's about lime we all had a 
mag of our own whhouL having io scratch about 
i he pages Of a trendy newspaper ro find some 
distant info on The Clash. Wt (down under in 
,A list rulia) 1 hink you r fi rs I I ry a( 1 his ra i her 
uncovered! topic was excellent and Ihe issues I ha I 
followed have increased in Ihcir excellence. 
Enough flattery, one major poinI 1 would like lo 
gel through is l hal myself being a Crass fan, 
noliced in issue No. 2 Ihc spelling of Crass was 
wrong. 3l in fan showed Ihc name ''CT’rass in 
two places. ] f you arc expeeling to prim ihc mag 
properly in future, spell (he groups properly. Fiu 
no Einstein but ii is disappointing to find a group 
cretliled as much and then spelt wrongly. 

A not her thing is if anyone Up there is micros led 
in writing io us down undei. as vv would love lo 
hea r from fellow pu nk s o i a 11 y t 11 ic else i 11 teres ted 
m ihc best-music. Drop me a line (see Penpals), 
k ccp n p 1 he t'eai tl res 0 1 'l Sex 1 "is I o Is and rn aybe i n 
some features of Crass or the never forgoiien 
Damned, Dave Heivoc, Perth. W.A, ft 166, 


3 LIVE in New Zealand, you know wav down the 
bottom, in the middle of nowhere. We actually 
g 0 [ tw *0 editions of your magazine! It is Ihe hesi 
bloody magazine ever to end up in this 
godforsaken hole. I>o you srill actually exist? 

The supply of L Punk Lives’ suddenly ran out 
a fter 1 he ft rst [ wo, and nobody ers n get an ytnore! 
It's really great to read all about these groups we 
never actually see (live). We've ecu some bloody 
good groups down here loo you know. No I age, 
A Llics, The I ns I i&a 1 ors are only t Ii ree of I hcm. I 
jusi warn to say tliat the ray of sunlighL {your 
magazine) is much appreciated down here Ltt this 
hoJc. Sex Pistols Fan, Auckland, New Zealand. 


TO BE a punk is these sad says. 

Is difficult in many ways, 

Beta use of Social pressures 
That try to de-fer us. 

They think that we’re not good enough. 

And dial we're a bi| LOO rough. 

But we know our music is right 

And that its message stands out loud ’n’ bright 

Jusi be yourself, don't follow the crowd, 

Stand up an give cm your views good "n' loud. 
For if you’re yourself living your way. 

You won't be a no-where, in their society, 

ES, Londonderry, 


CONOR ATI <L ATKINS ON ail eicellenl mag! 
Over here in Australia wc don't have much m the 
w ay Of punk, the emphasis at the moment is cm 
skinhead crap. Punks seem to he dying out. 

Hope fully L Punk I .ive.s’ wi(3 fix ihai. We need 
more originality and non-comRming and being 
yourself, which in my opinion is what punk is all 
abouL. 

So let's have some more Sex Pistols, Dead 
kenriedys, Sioux sic. Killing Joke and the 
Birthday Party, and keep up the great mag. An 
Aussie Punk, Son 111 Australia. 


1 THINK the No J Pu ii k Lives was a Ice dow n, 
There was not enough pics of welt known hands 
W ito are l Li e A B W A RTS ' 1 LIS Bu N on Pun ks have 
never heard of Ibem, The piCLure of Wallic was 
ihe best thing in Funk L ives. You should start 
prill I tug SOn gs in i he mag also. 

Also overall ifs a great mag Lo read, you could 
start publishing punk gigs around llie country, 
and the Start of new hands such as Degenerate 
and Fatal Dose, two well known Runcm punk 
bands, Keep ihe mag up any way Bill, Burlun 
upon Trent, Staffs, 


M Y NAME’S nol important but your mag is, the 
pie’s are brilll and Ihe write ups arc really 
interesting. I’ve got to admit my boyfriend 
Cashfpunfe) and your mag have helped me very 
much LO see ll?at punksaren’i vv hat people say 
about them, I think they're great. Fd just like to 
suv thanks mates! Carry, Dartmouth, Devon. 
PEOPLE LIKE you make me absolutely sick, 
the only thing lhat makes me sicker is to think 
I hat people actually go oul and buy the crap you 
print. Your magazine, just like ‘Punks Not 
Dead' before you, arc nothing but cynical cash 
iris. I find it hard Eo believe that people are 
act Lially I ak rn i ri by l he hull you prim. The on! y 
imerest you take in punk is how much money 
you can ge i ou t o f tc. 

You only have It? lake a look a I the letters page 
to see how plastic and pathetic you really are, not 
one mr.'"critical Letter, nol nnr, 1 just do not 
believe that you didn’t gel any. Er seems 10 me 
lhat you Ye scared thal if you print any you might 
lose some of you r prec ious readers. 1 f ihe;, re a 11 y 
want to read about punk bands why the hell 
don't they buy the fanzines, i here's plenty of 
excellent ones about eg. Final Curtain, New 
Mania, New Crimes, Obituary etc. Not one of 
c h esc costs 7ftp. | rum TIM. P, (IVfuu □ ling 
Tension), 


III THERE. I'm wriling from a jail in New 
Zealand. 

I’ve read Iwo of your mags and I think they are 
great. Over here we don't get them until you've 
brought out the next issue, and they cost over 
[WO dollars but my maces si ill send rliem in. I 
wouldn't mind having a penpal in England, SO I 
k now w ha I" s h j ppen i ng m I lie mot her I a nd o F 
punk. There's quale a few punks & boots and 
vk i ns o ver h ere bu t we’ve gal a lot of ga ngs l ha t 
h assle u s .so m os 1 people 1 ha I want I o gci i n to it 
arc scared of gening a beating. 

1 really like your pics of the new OI bands, 

VV c’ vc go I one in D u n edin w here I come from 
a nd we have i o send away for records' cos when 

they iinpoit them llie pricesane too high. I would 

Lik c i o sec the La tes t records t hat come ou t duri ng 

the month as [ wou'i find out uniil nexi Apiil 
When I get out. ['ve already missed oul on the 
last three months Of good records. It would be 
rea lly grcal i f some of the bands cou id 1 our here 
in 'R3/’84 I .eddie, skinhead of (he South, New 
Zealand, 



I AIM a member and co-founder of a North-East 
punk band, called Emergency Purge (pictured 
above), Speaking from ail unbiased point of 
view, ( would have to say chai we "musi” be one 
of i he bi ggCSI bands in M idd I esboroi i e h, a nd 
"the" most biggest punk band. 

We've done gigs with iop new-wave and punk 
bands such as llie Damned, I he Exploited, 
Splodge, Anii-Nowhcre League. Vice Squad, 
Anti Pasli, lufa-Riol and lols oi 'hi hers. 

A It h nugh we' vc nol got a n y singles ji.s ye I, (as 
wc’re not inieresled in '’ smaLE eompanice' 1 , who 
do very little sometimes nothing as for 
promotion clc. and area complete waste of time 
and money any way!) We have a prctiy good 
demo-tape recorded, and a colour video in the 
making. 

Even though we've come i his far, I think our 
only big break would have been with the Upstarts 
whom we were Lo supporl at our Town Halt 
sometime ago, bui unfortunately ihc gig was 
cancelled due LO rims. 

If you are in Ivies led and wain to know more 
about Emergency Purge drop me a line and I'll 
send you up a copy of our demo loo. Andy 
w a I ker, M i d d leshrough, f' levela n rt, 

I AM writing it? you on behalf of my groups 
culled Pressure. We have been trying to get lit Lie 
w rite ups in magazi ties bu 1 1 h cy d on’t bot her jusl 
because they've never heard of ik Wc are a three 
piece band, bui we are nol really wild punk, but 
most of ou r song^s have a message inside them. 
Like "Prison Life' was written aboui being 
pu s lied a round and beaten u p in pi iso n by y ou 



know who. If you do US til is favour please 
mention Alan Smith bass puilar, Darren Sanders 
drums, Neil Frazer guitar and vocals and special 
I hanks Paul Clark and Richard Todd. Neil 
Frazer, Harry, .Smith Wales. 

I’M A skinhead from wLtai must he the most 
depressed town in Britain, Con sen, and I jusi 
wanted It? icll you about a hand I saw here twice, 
Ihcy'rc called The Rcdundants, good name for a 
band. They have a strong OI-punk following of 
aboui 50 or 60 from this town atone. Me and ail 
me males ihink they're great because they lei I be 
crowd gel involved, not like some oi her smalt 
bands from the N E who think they're pop 
stars. 

.Anyway, [ was pleased to hear lliaL they’ve 
.signed with .lade Records and have released a 
tape, and have a single out soon. 

They have supported my No. 1 band the Toy 
Dolls iliree limes and I bet there'll be a Lot more 
to come. If anyone wants any information - ■ 11 ihe 
croup ilicycan write to: The Rcdundants, J 
Temperance Terrace, Graham sley, Crook, Co 
Durtiam SLJ5 STD. Akit CflMtttt Skin, 

f . L-LhC d b h lit! , 

If yo u d like a picture o f your hand 
featured in Punk Lives, Just send us 
one with FULL DETA/LS ofali the 
members, where you five and if you 
have any gigs and any other 
information you want us to use. 


Send your letters to: Graffiti Punk Lives, 
50 Eagle Wharf Road, London INI1. 







































I WOULD like Li female penpal wild tikes punk 
bunds old and new eg. Sex Pistols, Vice Squad, 
Damned, Exploited file. I am 15 and I'm into 
having a good time. Photo it possible. Mark 
Prating, 3 Sal (create Mews, Sal lord 5. 

I AM IS years and a sk incite and I would like any 
skin or punk into Madness, 4 Skins, Crass, 
P.I.I.., Angelic Upstarts, and likes going to the 
cinema. Karen, 48 StraHinavcr Avenue, Harrow 
In Furness, Cumbria. 

ALL PUNKS, particularly those into Siouxsie, 
Dead K ennedys, [.I K Decay, A. N. I . and V ice 
Squad please wrire 1o. Hcv llroekcs, ‘)f>f’ounlfss 
Street, Accrington, Lancs, 

M V NA M E is K evi n, T' m a 22 yea r nl d pij nk, \ 'm 
inio Crais, Sioux-sie and Banshee-5, UK Subs, 
Poison Girts, Dirl. Conflict, l.urkcrs. Partisans 
and sprue others, r also like most sport. Like to 
meet girl 16 upwards lor gigs and good time etc, 
must live around Bristol, Kevin, £ Maydiffe 
Park, Ashley Hill, Bristol, BS6 5JH. Avon. 
BORED PUNK aged 22 and punkette ]8yrs, 
wishes lo wrile and mod others any age into 
complete Disorder, Peter and Testtube Babies, 
Partisans, Discharge, and other hard core, fast, 
loud, iaw punk bands. Please send photo and 
SAE for phone number ALA -Sid and Nancy, 
Flal ft, 10 parkfletd Hoad, Bradford, West York¬ 
shire, BD8 7AA, 

21 YEAR old rebel into the Clash (old and new) 
Reggae and various punk bands, Would like 
attractive chick (18-22 yrs) lo write/meet. Photo 
if possible. Steve Justice, Top Flat. 4 Poriland 
Street, Off (Ally gate, York. 

AMERICAN ANARCHIST punk girl, 20, into 
Crass, Vine Squad, Siouxsie, Poison Girls, 
Partisans, VlliLliLchs, pV- all iIk bed. American 
bands. Looking to correspond with any and all 
interested punks. Would like to exchange 
records, fanzines, etc. I arn editor of Lhe fanzine 
Savage Pink over here. Now get writing. Allison 
Raine, 1148 Day Siren I, Phi la,, PA 19125, USA. 
3 AM an American imo anarchist bands from 
both the UK and America. My favourites include 
Crass, Discharge, Exploited, Dead Kennedvs and 
Bad Brains. I would like to write to any punk 
into the same staff. I ant in an American anarch¬ 
ist hand called sadistic Exploits, Please write. 
P.O. Ilux 17, Upper Darby, PI1. 19082, 

WE WOULD like to meel pu 11 k v and purikette's 
from the ages of 15- IS. Mark and I like the songs 
by. Exploited (we think Wat tie is great). Anti 
Nowhere League, Clash, Sex Pistols, Stranglers, 
Damned and Flux of Pink Indians. Mark has 
green skiky hair and mine is blue. Lorn* 
Seymour & Mark Leishmat, 24 Mourfoot Place, 
Bourtreehill, Irvine, Ayrshire. 

USA PUNK (22) iriLO UK Subs, ANW1., Vice 
Squad, The Business etc. would like a penpal itt 
England to trade Letters and punk here. 1 will be 
coming lo England soon L would like puiikeu.es 
or punks io show site around dubs arid pubs — 
please write. Barry Alron.su, 2-902 Pitkin Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 112118. I SA. 

ATTENTION ALL punkettes 11-14 years old 
into punks, such as Sid Vicious, Exploited and 
Vice Squad. I hale Duran Duran and new 
romantic groups, Anyone interested please write 
to: Mark Eteresford, 16 Ambler Grove, 
Copeswood, Covenlry, 

A BORED 14 year old punkdlc woud tike to 
wrile or meet with punk 13-15. Likes ANWL, 
Killing Joke, Siouxsie, Sex Gang Children, UK 
Decay, Dead Kennedys, Bauhaus, [nfa Rioi plus 


lots more. Shu run, 16 Norfolk Hoad, South 
Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE34 47JW. 

I'M A 15 year old punk and would like to hear 
from any punks, punkenes from anywhere, my 
favouriLe group is the Sfex Pistols but I also like 
the Damned, UK Subs, Disorder, Exploited, 
ANWL etc. John Baldwin, 41 Diana Slreel. 
Roath, Cardiff, S.GIam. 

PM FROM the US and I really wan! a penpal 
from the UK to keep up with the music and all. 
My favourite group (the only band thai really 
matters) is the Clash. I also like the Sex Pistols, 
Pll. and Exploited. I’d like anyone from 17 years 
old. Virginia Richards, P.O. Box 98. Alpha. 
Ohio, USA 45391. 

FAVOURITE GROUPS, Exploited, Ami Pasti, 
Sex Pistols etc. I would like to write to punkettes. 

Douglas Cope. 7 Burleigh Croft. Challown, 
WS7 8SL. 

WOUL D LIKE to correspond with a working 
(such a thing;) punk able to trade info and 
parxphcnxha on newer English Punk/Oi in 
exchange for the same from USA's hardcore 
bands. Firh (Age 26) (Male). 2304 Vi Mira Vista 
Avenge, Montrose, California 91029, USA. 

MY AGE Is 20 and I (ike Bow Wow Wow, An Li 
Pasti, Sex Pistols, Exploited, ANWL, Vice 
Squad and lots more. I would like lo meet a punk 
girl age 16-2 E. Geoff Hick tin, 5 Albert Street, 
Douglas, Isle Of Man, 

TWO PUNKS want punkettes to wine, meet, 
laughs, gigs (almost anywhere) LOL 17 into 
Damned, Discharge, GBII and most ‘77 punk. 
Tony 19 into Discharge, GBH, Varukers, Ami- 
Sect, send photo if possible, all Letters answered, 
send to 45 Canterbury Road, Margate, Kent. 

MY NAME is Claire Price, l am 16 and I would 
like to hear from any punks of the male species 

ini :■!V.'i-i'l ill In' O'l.A i,,-.. : ).i:- , i: \ M .il- 

and the Stranglers. Garvn Watford, Caerphilly. 
Mid-Clam, CF8 INF. 

ANY PUNKS out there who can't play guitar, 
drums etc. But would like to try. Well we're two 
females who can’t sing but would like I o. So we 
want tolry form a punk band - If ini crested wc 
Stay in Glasgow il helps. Write to Maudy A 
Margaret (King!, 61 Ros-lea Drive, Dennisloun, 
Glasgow, G-ll 2QH- 

WK ARE two sisters — I .yn 19 years and Julie 16 
years and would like lo write lo 
Punk s/Punkcttcs aged 16 years upwards from 
anywhere in the UK, Fav hands arc FLuzzcocks, 
The Damned, Blitz, Angelic Upstarts, Banshees, 
Vice Squad, rnrerests include going lo the Pub, 
Gigs, and(Lyn) playing guitar/V oca lx in Derby 
hand, f.yn A Julie Handley. 28 Shamrock Street. 
Derby. 

WF. ARF two punkettes age 16 wanting to hear 
from all you punks out there, We're into Chron 
Gen, infa Riot. Exploded, GBH and most other 
punk groups. Other interests includedying our 
hair bright colours, t.etlcrs and photos if pass to 
one or both of the addresses: Rev's, 168 Clover 
Walk, HtKtou-on-Dearne, Nr. Rotherham, 

South Yorks. Louise's, 24 Dudley Road, 
Doncaster, South Yorks. 

I'M K AZ. (it's short for Caroline), I’m Totally 
extrovert, and J do whal I want to do when I fool 
like il, (within reason). 3 live bikes and gigs, and 3 
love the Sex Pistols, Exploited, Clash. SLF, 

GBH and Killing Joke. I'm LoLally mad on fella’s 
with tattoos, and I love a good piss up. Any 
Punks out there wanna wine lo me over in Lhe 
Stales, and you're guaraiueed a reply with every 
photo Sent. ''Chunky funky". Khz Naisntilh. 
Route 8, Bos 48, Statesville, Norib Carol inn, 
28677, USA, 


PUNKETTE (15) imo mosi punk groups, wants 
Punfcs/Punkeries io write and meet for gigs. 
Write with photo if possible tot Helen, 3 
Romsley Close, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9UX. 
MY NAME is Owen Gregory I am 14 years old 
and would like io hear from any punk about the 
same age. I like lhe Damned, Clash, and 
particularly i he Sex Pistols. Please write tot 22 
Conway Avenue. Quinlon. Birmingham. R32 
UlR 

I AM a 16 year old punk and would like lo meel a 
punkette or two from Glasgow. I like Grass, 
Discharge, Ami Pasii, ANL, Siouxsie, and 
Exploited. Stephen Thomson, 247 Meadow pork 
Street, Glasgow. G3t 3D1J, 

CALLING ALL punks and punkettes. 1 am 16 
and in(o mo-Sl punk groups. 1 waul to write to 
punks (especially those Drinking of forming a 
group themselves) from all over ihe country to 
swap news, reviews, ideas etc. For more inFo 
wrirc ro: Kev. 25 Hartsgrov?. <?hidriingfold. 
Godabning, Surrey GU8 4RG. 

PUNK (17) into most prank old and new wants 
punkeltCS to write/meel for gigs Cle Wrile lo 
Tony, 46 Newton Road. Cheltenham. fBos. 
GROUPS I'M into arc; Exploited, Discharge, 
ChrqnGen, Partisans, Blitz, GBH. Expelled and 
Chaos UK. I’d like In wrile and maybe meel a 
pu ok el te anywhere (even M a rs). Musi be ini o 
hardcore punk and lea I her, and must like Insane. 
Varukcrs, Disorder, Fils, Chaotic Disehordelc. 
I'm 17 and would like a pnnkelle aged 15 + ■ 
Photo no! really necessary, every Letler 
answered. Daz. 56 Scrpenline Gardens, 

Newlonabbey, Co Anlrim, N. Ireland Bl'36 
7EZ, 

FEMALE KOTTING vegetable (15-18) from 
Glasgow area wanted for Letter*, gigs etc. No 
churchgoers or nazi punks, pleaset Phoioif 
possible. Scull IN u Eehcxon 118), 292 Old G la mis 
Road, Dundee. 

HI I'M Jayne (17) from Geordie I'd Like punks 
from anywhere in England. My favourite bands 
are lhe Sex Pistols, Exploited and Anti Pasti and 
lols more. JayneTcasdatc, 17 Hruaduak Terrace. 
Gtaopw ett, Tyne & Wear, NW17 TLB. 

[ THUNK Siouxsie & The Banshees, Vice Squad, 
Sex Pistols, UK Subs etc are brill. I'd like 
anybody between lhe ages of 16-19 Lo wrile. 
Rachel, Bank House. Beck Bank, CosbrrlOTl 
Clough, Spalding, Lines. 

I AM a Punk who likes Crass. Din, Sub 
Humans, Discharge and Anarchy, I would hkc 
write to Punks who also like Ihese groups, 
Richard Alien. 7 Wesley Lane, South wick, 
Trowbridge, Wills hire. 

WANT TO meet (wo girls, aged 12-13. Rough 
height 5ft. Like rheScx 3 > :s1ols, Vice Squad, 
Crass or Exploited, BUI (Jfl 3ins) & Phil (4fi 
Kins) both aged 12, l lat I, 50 Grove Hill. South 
Woodford, London, F. 18 

T'M 19 years old and would like (o wrile lo Skins 
and Punks everywhere. My favc groups arc 
CRH, Pclerand Babies, Exploded, Business, 
Parrisans and Siouxsie and Banshees, so if you’re 
interested write lo me. Louise Lamonby, 25 
Wheeler Orchard, Tcnbury Wells, Worts. WK15 
8D<J- 

3 A M a California n pu nk and won Id li ke to 
exchange letters and music with someone 
overseas. Musically I am intoloLs of anarchist 
bands (Conflict, Crass) and also bands over here 
in America (Fear. DK. Bad Brains), but in terms 
of lei ter s I would like 10 exchange lots of views 
and insights into the local scenes here and (here, 1 
live near San Diego and have access EO plenty of 
vinyl from local and well-known bands here. 
Dong Kearney, 14922 Condesa, Del Mar, CA, 
92914. 

17 YEAR old American punk would like to hear 
from English punks (male or female). My 
favourite bands are— Discharge, UK Subs, 









FREE! 


Do you want to write Or meet feffow 
punka? in the next issue of Punk Lives 
we 'ft devQ te & Suction just for you. And 
it 's FREE. Send your name, address end 
the type of person end music you'd like to 
match up with fo Punk Lives , PENPALS, 
SO Eagle Wharf Road, London W1 and 
we 7/ print as many as we can. 


Blitz, Crass, Va niters, Exploited, Dead 
Kennedy!-; and Minor Threat. Robert Overbury, 
35 filisti Road, Warlboruugh, <.’nnnec(KU(, 
06447, USA. 

I'M A 16 year old American punk who wants ns 
write to and hear from female punts in any 
country. My Favourite bands are: $cx Pistols, 
Dead Kcnnedys, vibrators, SLF, UK Subs etc. 

Write in nil . Jay Hey cock, 102 Woodland Drive, 
Mccbanirsbtirg, FA 17055. USA. 

I'M MAI. E, J5.tnd pissed off, 1 like UK Subs, 
ANWL, Dead Kennedy®, Blitz, Iixpioicod, 
Discharge and many more groups besides (not 
Theat re OF Hale - ugh E j >. So I wOUId like a 
penpal of either s,cx of the same aye or over, 

Dibs, 20 Fury Gluse, Tnevingey, Redruth. 
Cornwall, l Rl 53DR. 

HE 1,1.0, CTNDY liere. I’m interested in writing 
to any fans of the Clash, Anti Basil, The 
Oureasls, Killing Joke, Chelsea, Crasxelc. Do 
wrile if yon 1 re interested in the USA punk 
movement, as well. All letters will be answered. 
My address - H24 Morton Street, l^ike Odessa 
Mich, 4R846, USA. 

HI, MY name's Debbie, I am Monde, IS and 
unemployed. I wish to coni act anybody into, 
Chron Gen, Discharge. Anti-Pasti, In la Rml. 
990, Jam and Killing .lokc. Debbie, '‘Hill View", 
Whitstone Hill, Pi]ton, Shepton Mallet. 
Somerset. 

AGED 17, looking for punkette 36-17 into 
Crass, System, Public Disgrace, Discharge and 
many more bands, preferably in the North West. 
Dave Kirwan, 31 Mayfield Avenue, Sul Ion 
llestlh, st. Helens, Merseyside. 

I AM a hard-core punk, living in Aust ralia 
Please find me a penpal as I am anxious IP 
correspond with punks from every where, Please 
find someone who likes: bondage, sex. booze 
and music like The Exploited, Professionals, 
Crass, PIL, Clash, Chron Gen and Anti Pash. [ 
am 17 years old, an An Student and nasLy. I bate 
plastic crap, and I hale trends. 1 desperately need 
to^change ideas/photos with someone From the 
UK (I've also been Ln a COuple of punk bands till- 
tated). Marl ill Keller. 22 61 It Avenue, CoorpstTOO 
4151, Brisbane, Ql,]), Australia. 

I AM a 16 year old punk called Dave, looking for 
as many punk pen friends as possible, [ live ill a 
suburb Ol Geelong called GrovedaJe in Australia. 
(Punk's not dead down under), Bands I like are 
Chaos UK, Exploited, Discharge, GBH, 

Varukers and Dead Kennedy*. Also [ like the 
Violators, Angelic Upstarts and In fa Riot. It's 
bard to geL Punk Lives down here and if we do 
it’s about 5-6 months late so iL’s hard to find Out 
what's happening with true Brit punk, I'm 
willing to exchange photos of the and Aussie 
punks and punk bands plus tapes of p unt bands 
over here such as Napalm Disasters, Dogs On 
Heat and foul Mass Retain, For photos and 
tapes Of yonr bands at gigs. Phase wnIc to; I>aw 
Wa rt 1 , 23 Kara nu Avenue, (i roved ulc, Victoria 
3216, Australia. 

Ol Ol, moliicans, .sk ins, and puns. Jade the Skill 
and Sue the Punk wanna bear from you, Riot 
Squad, Angelic Upstarts, Exploited, GRH, and J 
Skint; are the sounds, We promise you a Laugh or 
(WO ill Our crazy Juicers. Contact us through'; 

Jade N Sue, c/a Vidua I Ami, PM Mini eh Street, 
Bloswidl, Walsall, 

18 YEAR old punk inio. Damned, Chelsea, 
Vibrators, wants to hear from punketies 
anywhere, write to; Avon, 6 hnigvinuir Crescent, 
Peebles-. Scotland, EH45 9AB. 

I'M 15 years old and in an Australian prison on 
a murder rap. I’d like some bloke to write, I gel 
into Pistols, Exploited, Crass and Clash. Also a 
little of Siouxsie. One male required, 20-24, any 
coloured hair, two eyes, two heads and a body. 
Write to; Lie-anile Howes. PO Box 115, 
ErmEngtan, |\cw Sunth Wales. Australia 2J15. 


I WOULD like jiynx from Bath or Bristol to 
wriLe Lo if pews, if not from anywhere, From 
16-18. I’m 15 and into GBH, Chron Gen, 
Subhumans, that sortastuff. Photos please, 
write to: Mach. 25 Out lauds, Paullcm, Nr. Haiti 
I1SI8 5KP. 

PM I? and like Class, Exploited, Infa-Riot, 
Dead Kennedy?, Cockney Rejects, Bex Pistols, 

1 discharge, G III I, V ice Squad, A nt i N ow h ere 
1 .caguc and Sab Hama re,. L would like to hem 
from any punk chicks (girls only), I would like 10 
k now some. M lehael K Ictn, 1 /16 1 .□ nee Inl Street, 
A Hawaii 2218, Sydney, Australia. 

16 YEAR old intellectual skin into Peter and the 
Test Tube Rabies, Infa-Riot, Blitz, Sham 69, 
Adicts, Cmx, Toy Dolls, Screwdriver, wou Id 
like to write to good looking, intelligent, 
thoughtful British punkeites or skinglrls, 15-17, 
JO send a leltCT with photo. Andy Kurland, 15 
Vicarage lane, The B<xime, Farnham, Surrey. 
-MY NAME is Wendy, J’tn 17 and into punk, 
GBH, Flasmaiies, Animal, Sex Pistols, Chelsea, 
Crass, Infa Riot, Angelic UpsLarts, Exploited, 
Vice Squad, Blitz, Discharge, I'esi Tube Babies 
and Erazerhead, I would like penpals IS-19 years 
old. Preferably male, So if you look like old Sid 
Vicious please write right away. Photo's essential 
— will be returned. Wendy, 238 Milliard StWl, 
Concord, fireen Island, Dunedin, New /aula n d, 

E A M 14 years old a nd look i rig for a punk nr 
punkette (14 (6 years old) w ho’.s i rt to T he 
Exploited, Combat 84. Red Alert and Threats. 
Anybody who doesn’t like Crass. Gary Keith. 14 
Lync Terrace, Penicuik, Midlothian, Scotia nd 
KH26 8HF. 

I AM a 16 year old hard-core punk into groups 
like The Exploited, Abrasive Wheels and GBH, 

1 1:; I ikc to get in touch wi t h 16-17 
year old punkeites. to write Loand meet for gigs, 
etc. Preferably around, the Northumberland and 
lyne.iiiii Wir mcas. (d.Lcini' MacDonald, 4.1 
Harrow burn Place, Seghill, Northumberland 
NK23 7HR, 

I WO AUSTRALIANS, girl arid guy who arc 
visiting London ill July and August "for three to 
four weeks are looking for cheap 
accommodation in London. The month we’re in 
Britain we intend to visit Scotland, Wales and 
Pa n s and our hosts would be welcome to come 
whh us for a ride. While we’re iri London we 
inLend in see bands like GBH, Discharge, 
Disorder and anyone else who happens Lo be 
playing, so someone with similar interests will be 
good. Our ages arc 18 and 20 and we can drmk 
more than any pom (Of at least we try lo), We arc 
boLh desperate lo see Britain and the world’s best 
bands bul I be only way we can do this is to find 
somewhere to slay, so please help. Marc Wright, 
HI Wellington Street. Petrie T errace, Brisbane. 
Queensland, Australia, 

I'D LIKE', to wrile Id British punk’s to swop 
punk material (Live and demo tapes, bootleg, 
photos). Andrew Floss. Via Kama 168, 3Mil40 S. 
Ursula flN), Italy, 

I'M WRITING to you as I’m looking for penpals 
all over England, Ireland (N.Ireland) and 
Scotland. Whowever is interested should be into 
the Exploited, GBH, Killing Joke, The ( Ti re. 

Cull Vlaniax, SLF, DK, and oh well, many 
Others, I'm also interested in the occult and love 
black leather, I’m 18 years old. Malhlccn 
Hiirhcriu, Hafmstr 19, 2851) Urcmeriaven. 

W.< iermiiny. 

FM 19 and I would like a penpal around the 
same age as me, I live In Australia and I'm a 
llaiidnisser and really love punk. My favourite 
groups are Exploited, Dead Kennedy s, Ami 
Nowhere League, Vice Squad, Anti-Pasti, Grass, 
GBH and lots of Australian punk bands. Hope 
to hear from someone soon. Gittima Fra tveesehi. 
It) Lester PDF. North LambtOfl 22V9, Newcastle 
NSW, Australia, 

3 URGENTLY need 10 get to know some of my 


fellow punks, especially in other pxajrts. of the 
country, and Lliisis why I am writing to you with 
big hopes. 1 am trying lo eliminate sadism and 
masochism from my punk style (not that I Lhink 
I ha t | am much of a sadist or masochist) becau se 
I wanL a style that U rough, free, individual and 
not being pushed aside by our j ulers. Bui it 
mustn't be a Lame castrated style. If you can help 
me by sending me a Idler, or any pix, ideas you 
have. ] can play myself any cassette with your 
views upon it, or any singing or music you have 
recorded. And 1 can reply too. Nobody bul me 
would read your letter or hear your cassette, and 
I will send you replies. ] urgently want to get 
deeper into punk (not into the establishment 
nowhere?) buL extra punk friends Of similar views 
(eg. no muggings, etc) are ESSENTIAL. So 
don'i let me sink inio oblivion if you can avoid 
it. Edward Turnbull, "Taman' 1 , 38 Islsdun 
Road, Gostortk. Northumberland, NE3 1HY. 

I WOULD like lo have a penpal in Aberdeen, I 
am going to art college 1 here and would Like 
someone to go lo punk concerts with. 1 am 38 
years, have blonde hair. 5ft Sin. My favourite 
groups are Siouxsie, Exploited, ANWL, Vice 
Squad., Sex Pistols, Chron Gen and Itifa Riot, 
etc,, . . Wftldy Laing, "KaJnabriecIl'’, 28 North 
Square, t ootdee, Aberdeen, 

I AM a L5 year old punk ant] 3 would like to 
match up with punks and punkeites around same 
age with interests of The Damned, GBH, Crass, 
Conflict and Dirt. .Ill si ill Miller, Alamamla, 
Bolus Fleming, Saltish. Cornua (I, PI. 12 6N.1. 
YES, I would like to meet a girl or boy at Leas I 15 
years Of age or older who Is into |>mik. Vice 
Squad, Anti-Pasli, Exploited or punk from the 
Stales. I am 36 years old and am into hard-core 
punk. Black flag. Circle Jerks, Waisled YouLh 
and into Vice Squad, Artd-PasLi, etc. Peter 
Orralrs, 8132 K Hershty Avenue. MonLerev 
Park, CA 91754. 

20 YEAR old ’old wave' male who hams Gi, but 
into Killing Joke, Siouxsie, Cure, Velvet 
Underground (where it all started) Stranglers, 
f rasi, PI L and early Bow Wow Wow, seeks 
i i ■ i ■■ I 111 ;■ ■.'• .- write nuH-i Simon 
Bands field, Park Ludge. The Hangers. Bishops 
Wallha m, Suutliamplon, 13unis, 

HELLO!, I’M Bobs, I’m 15 years old and have 
just got irtto the Sex Pistols. I need some friendly 
pu n k ad v ice Co get toe on my way fas I ‘ m not a 
PU n k yet), ji lease w rite 1 o me if you' i e 15 or over 
and live in the London area. (Photos if possible, 
hut I don't mind), Robs, ]| Halslestd Gardens, 
Cliftonville, .Margalt, Kent, 

PENPAL WANTED, 3 > nnkcr1e, Northern 
Poland or South England, I'm 16, itiLO Damned. 
SLF, Suhs eic. Must be about same age. Pholo if 
possible. Daniel Richardson. 69 Francis Street, 
Loch gaily, Fife, Scut land, 

WE ARE Iwo punks from Ferry hill in County 
Durham. 5pax arid Siig, wc arc both L6 years 
old, Our favourite groups are the Anti Nowhere 
League and Discharge etc. We wanl lo comae! 
two punkeites in the surrounding area who like 
0U i H i U si e an d w h o go I o gigs a nd pc iu-tx By ha vc 
a good Lime. Stig’s address is I Kelvin Street, 
Denn llsiuk, Ferry hill, f’n, Durham. 

3’M 17 years old. I'd like to write to punks or 
punkeites inio Grass, Flux of Pink Indians, 
Conflict, Dirt, Rudimcnlary Peni, Discharge, 
and early punk bands like (he Sex Pistols, UK 
Subs ete. Also 3 want to meet (he people, as Long 
as they aim LOO far away from where I live. If 
there’s anyone interested write to; Markshuw, 

16 Cardiff Street, Penn fields, Wolverhampton 
WV3 OEZ. 

17 YEAR old newly lurned punkelte svotild like 
to write and meet other punkeites. Into all punk 
music especially Sex Pistols, Answer all letters 
and photo if possible. Also a devoted vegetarian 
and Animal RLghLS Campaigner, Li? Begg, 5 
Nith Avenue, Puislcy, Strathclyde, PARWPX, 


Send a picture and we'll use that as well! 


Il 


rT. JKi ur t.iWir 1.XTTiVm ??';It 




























A PICTORIAL LOOK AT EARLY PUNK 



/ Con get higher than you. Soon they were elf to pogo- Notice 
Murk Perry of Sniff in" Gtue fame in the tined T-shirt with beer 
mug in hand? The Roxy, 7977. Below, The Clash before 8 gift 
81 The Rainbow, 7977. 


PICTURES BY ERICA ECHENBERG 



IF YOU HAVE ANY EARLY PICS THAT YOU'D LIKE PRINTED, SEND THEM TO US AT PUNK 
LIVES, ‘OUR BACK PAGES' 50 EAGLE WHARF ROAD, LONDON, N1. 



























THE BLOOD 



























SOUTHERN DEATH CULT 
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G&S&sSp*. 

.other recreation 
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PETER 
AND THE 
TEST TUBE 
BABIES 













